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Legislative Hssembly,

Tuesduy, 19th December, 1922,

Electoral: Kalgoorlle Seat ...
Qumtl%nu:p pﬁovernment. Institntlons, Contracts for
Bille: Bussclton-Margaret River Rallway Deviation,
28, Com. report
Datry Indmtr{l.ucounﬂ]'s Amendments
Dt:ll:g |ifl:m.t.la provement, Councli's Amend-
1
Industries Aseistance Board Continuance, 2R.
Licensing Act Amendmeont, Council’s Mesange,
request for conference
Egarg] Act Amendment, returned
cultaral Seeds, returned

, Ie

Agriculfural Londs Purchase Amendment, 2B.
Annual Estimates: Voles discussed—Other Ty-
draulic Undertakings ...

Bill: Liensing Act Amendment, Conference with
Council, Conference Manager’s feport

The DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair
at 2,30 p.m., and read prayers.

ELECTORAL—KALGOORLIE
Vacancy declared.

On motion by the Premier ordered: That
owing to the death of Mr. John Boyland,
late member for Kalgoorlie, the Ealgoorlie
seat be declared vacant and the Deputy
Speaker be authorised to issue a writ for
the election of a new member.

SEAT.

QUESTION—GOVERNMENT INSTI-
TUTIONS.

Contracts for Supplies.

Mr. LATHAM (for Mr. Mann) asked the
Colonial Secrefary: 1, What is the name of
the contractor who supplies hacon to Govern-
ment hospitals, asylums, and like institutions?
2, In which State was the bacon supplied
grown and manufactured?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied: 1
and 2, These supplies are obtained om 80-
days contracts. For the quarter ending 3lst
inst., the contractors are—Perth: Foggitt,
Jones, & Co. (local); Claremont: Claremont
Meat Co. (N.8.W.); Fremantle: Fremantle
Providoring Co. (local)., TUnder the new con-
tracts operating from lst prox,, the smceess-
ful tenderers are—Perth: Foggitt, Jones, &
Co. (loeal); Claremont: Foggitt, Jones, &
Co. (loeal); Fremantle: Currie & Murray
(N.S.W.). The stipulation ‘‘local’’ in the
conditions of contract is not specifically stated
as meaning lecally grown, the cendition
merely calling for f‘loeal or imported,’’ and
the Tender Board cannot say whether the
local bacon is actually grown here or is im-
ported in the carcase and cured here. .In
explanation of tha two instancesa in which
tenders for imported bacon have been ae-
cepted (see Fremantle and Claremont above),
that at Claremont was accepted because no
tender for local bacon came within the limit
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of 10 per cent. preference to local gooda.
In the cage of Fremantle, no tender for loeal
bacon was received.

BILL—RUSSELTON-MARGARET RIVER
RAILWAY DEVIATION,

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from 6th December.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [2.37]: Since
the Minister for Works moved the second read-
ing of the Bill, T have taken the opportunity
of looking at the plan submitted by him to
the House. I find that the necessity for the
deviation has resulted from the development
that has taken place subsequent to the original
survey of the line. When it wasg first sur-
veyed, the route was taken to the then ter-
minus of Millars’ timber line at the Mar-
garet River. Since then the line has been
taken up a further three miles. The posi-
tion, therefore, at the present time is not as
important as it was in those days. Not
munch objeetion can be raised to the devia-
tion, if the Minister makes adequate provi-
sion for the settlers in the immediate neigh-
bourhood of the Margaret River. It will be
seen from the plan that the Margaret River
towngite is in juxtaposition to the terminus
of the railway as originally surveyed. In
consequence of the townsite having been sur-
veyed, a certain .amount of gettlement has
taker place at the terminus of the railway
a3 originally proposed. A public hall, a post
offiee, and other conveniences have been more
or less concentrated in that neighbourhood
and business is done at that centre. I take
it that the Minister for Works will give an
assurance that a siding will be placed at a
locality contignous to the post office, agri-
cultural hall and other public conveniences at
the Margaret River.

The Minister for Works: You ean rely upon
it that everything possible will be done in
the best interests of the State.

Mr. PICKERING: Quite so.

The Minister for Works: I do not know
that what you suggest will be the best, hut
whatever is best will be done.

Mr. PICEERING: On receipt of that as-
surance from the Minister, secing that care
will be taken to conserve the existing rights
of the people at that spot, I support the
second rezding of the Bill,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commiitee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

BILL—DAIRY INDUSTRY.
Council’s Amendments.

Schedule of six amendments made by the
Council now considered.
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In Committee.

AMr. Angelo in the Chair; the Minister for
Agricnlture in charge of the Bill

No, 1.—Clause 5, Subelanse 2, Strike out
the words ‘‘prescribed fee not to exceed £1,7'
and insert *‘a fee of 5s.’’:

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The purpose of the amendment made by an-
other place is to delete the provision for a
fee not to cxceed £1 heing preseribed by
remtlation and to substitute a fee of 5s. I
move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

ITon. W, (¢, ANGWIXN: The Minister
might tcll us the reasen why he has changed
Iia opinion on this question of fee. When
Inst the Rill was before us he was wholly
in favour of a fee of £], whereas he now
supports a fee of 35s.

The MINTSTER TFOR AGRTCULTURE:
Originally the fee fixed in the Bill was not
to exceed £1. But the Governmment have no
desire to impose a fee which will serve to
obtain revenue, and therefore, T have no ob-
jeetion to the Cowmeil’s amendment, fixing
the fee at 9s.

Hon, P. COLLTER: The Council’s amend-
ment indicates an entire lack of confidence
in the Government on the part of those re-
sponsible for the mew idea. Tn effect they
are not willing to allow the Government dis-
eretionary powers up to £1 in respect of the
registration fee. The fee must not exceed
58, regavdless of whether it will cover the
cost of registration, Surely the Government
ought to have dlscrctlon'm power to fix a
fee up to £1.

Mr, PICKERTNG: T hope the Committee
will ngree to the amendment. These fees are
atl more or less nominal, the object being
merely to provide sufficient money to cover
the cost of the inspector’s services.

TTon. P. Collier: Without the amendment
the Government will be able to restriet the
fee to 5s,

Mr, PICEERING: I cannot understand
the {esire of the Leader of the Opposition to
give the Government a frce hand in the
fixing of fees. The amount should be merely
a nominal one, sufficient to bring the dairies
under control,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: If a widow with
a family of small children desired to carn
her livelihood by keeping a small shop she
would have to pay a registration fee of 2s.
6d. How different is the treatment proposed
to be meted out to a factory producing many
thousand pounds worth of goods per annum!

The Minister for Agriculture: But there
are thousands of shops to every dairy.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: Still there is the
differential  treatment of the respective
classes. The Minister for Apgriculture sup-
ported the fee of £1, but a few days later
his colleague in another place had it reduced
to 5s., possibly in view of the writing on the
wall.

Mr. Pickering:

What is the writing on
the wall?
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Hon, W. (.
is dead.

Mr. Marshall: It is beginning to smell.

The CHAIRMAXN: Order! There is
nothing in the Bill about smells.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Everything pos-
sible is being done to tie the hands of the
Government. Hon. membera forget that Par-
liament should contrel the Government.

Mr. Pickering: That is not the position.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIXN: But it ought to
be. No Government can finally make a regu-
lation for preseribing a fee until it is ap-
proved by Parliament, It would be better to
strike out oaltogether the referemce to fees
than to provide for a fee of 3s., which will
net by any means cover the cost of inspee-
tion.

Fon. P. COLLIER: The Government
bring down a Bill preseribing a certain fee,
but when the Bill renches amother place, the
Minister for Edueation moves an amendment
upon the CGovernment’s Bill, making an al-
teration in the fee. This amendment was

ANGWIN: That Nationalism

aoved by the Minister in charge of the

C'ouncil,
The Ministor
not think it was.
Hon. W, C. Angwin: Yes it was,
Mr. Latham: That is right.

Hon. P. COLLTER: What has happened
during the transition period Dbetween the Bill
leaving here and reaching another place?
Last week in this Idouse the Premicr for
hours on end declared he could not afford to
give up any revenue. When on the Hospitals
Bill, we were not allowed to forget the Trea-
surer’s need of money, Now, when it comes
to the vegistration of a butter faetory, some-
thing which will affect members en the cross
benehes, the Government are quite willing to
yield, even though it may be a comparatively
small sum. In many instances the 5a. will
not cover the ecost of the inspeetion of these
factories. Each inspection will involve a
train journey,

Mr. Latham: There are Jocal inspectors
to do the work.

Hon. P, COLLIER: But the local in-
spector is not likely to be living on the spot
where the factory is, and 0, even when car-
ried out by the district inspeetor, the inspee-
tion will mean some little time and expense.
Yet we are asked to say that a 5s. fee will
be sufficient. Tn instagces where the 53, fee
will he sufficient, the Government need charge
no more than the 53. Nevertheless, we ought
to give the Government power to demand a
fee up to £1 when circumstances justify it.
Now that the dairying districts are about to
enter upon an era of great prosperity, surely
they will be able to pay 7s. 6d. a year if the
Government so desire. Millions of pounds
will be expended in these districts during the
next few years——

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
can get the money.

Hon. P. COLLIER: And there is no
guarantee that there will be dny return, Yet

for Agricuitare: No, I do

If the Government
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when the Government ask for a small fee for
services rendered, the member for Sussex
(Mr. Pickering) objects. During recent weeks
I thought that hom. member had displayed
indieations of+ returning confidenec m the
Government. He appeared fo be beroming
reconeiled to the Government, Yet this week
he hak lapsed into his former attitude of
revealing o total lack of confidenee in the
Government, 1T myselt have vat mneh faith
in them; at any rate, my faith is not monu-
mentsl, but I s prepared to trust them to
the extent of 138, a year. The Government
who c¢annot be trusted to the extent of 25s.
a year should not remain in power; yet the
member for Sussex would entrust thewm with
the expenditure of four millions of loan
money this year. 1 have 153, worth of con-
filence in the Government, but T would not be
prepared to say that my faith goes much
beyond that. I oppose the motion. Even
small sums will help to stem the finoneial
arift. TLast weck or the week before, Min-
isters kept us here for hours over the matter
of a half-penmy tax, The Colonial Secre-
tary pleaded dire poverty on the Hospitals
Bill, and woull not even forego an amount
of 33. a week on the 10s. earned by a news-
boy. No doubt he will continue that Yne of
argament in the new year. After having
fought so resolutely for his three-penny . bit.
the Minister is willing to give away 153. The
Government should have power to exercise a
little diseretion. A hard and fast fee should
not be fixed. Tf an unreasonable fee were
imposed, Parliament wounld have power to
disallow the regulation. :

Mr. LATHAM: The cost of inspeetion for
registration will not be great. At places like
Narrogin and Busgelton there will probably
be an inspector. T hope the amendment will
be accepted. Tt is not a question of giving
anything away. Tt is a matter of fixing a
fizure until we aseertain from experience
what the eost ig likely to be.

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The only expense entailed will he the cost of
the ecrtifieate and the time required to write
in the details. We know the eonditions of
the varions factories operating.

Question put and passed; the Couneil's
amendment agreed to.

No. 2. (lavse 8—Add the following pro-
viso:—"‘Provided that notwithstanding any-
thing to the contrary therein contained, the
powers, obligations and duties vested in in-
spectors under the Shops and Factories Aect,
1920, and Amendment Aet, 1922, and the
Inspeetion of Machinery Aet, 1922, other
than the provisions therein relating to the
registration and inspection of boilers, may
he carred ont or undertaken hy an inspeetor
appointed.*’,

The MIXTSTER FOR AGRICTLTTRE:
The ohject of the amendment is to give effect
to an oft-repaated request that the dupli-
eation of inspections should be obviated.
The power proposed to be conferred by the
amenidment is purely permissive. The mana-
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ger of a factory might be appointed an in-
speetor for these particular requirements.

Mr. McCallum: Will he have any special
knuwledge of this measure!

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No. 1 move—
That the pmendment be agreed to.
Mr. MUNSIE: What knowledge, apart

from that of mabnufacturing Lutter, will be
required of an appeintee under this measure?
What will such an inspector be likely to
know about inspecting machinery?

The Minister for Agrienlture: He will not
he required to know.

Mr. MUNSIE: Under this measure he
will have all the powers of an inspector under
the lnspection of Machinery Aet, except as
regards inspeeting hoilers.

The Minister for Apgriculture., We might
appoint the man in eharge of the engines,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You would not ap-
poipt a man to inspeet his own factory.
surely?

Mr. MUNSTE: The man in charge of the
engines shonld not be appointed an inspector
of the machinery in his own factory. Will
the appointee under this measure be able
to do everything that an inspector of ma-
chinery can de with the exception of inspeet-
ing boilers?

The Minister for Agriculture: Yes.

Mr. MUNSIE: Then T shall oppose the
Couneil’s amendment. An inspector must
hiave a2 certain amount of knowledge to be
able to say whether machinery is safe. This
provision will whittle away the powers pro-
vided in the existing Act. .

Question put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Aves .. .- .. 23
Nocs . .. .13
Majority for . .10
AYES.
Mrs. Cowan Mr. Money
Mr. Davies Mr. Plckering
Mr, Denton Mr. Plesse
Mr. George Mr. Sampson
Mr, Harrison Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Hickmott Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Johnston Mr. J. M. Smith
Mr. Latham Mr. Teesdale
Mr. C. C. Maley Mr. J. Thomeon
Mr. H. K. Maley Mr. Underwood
Mr. Manno Mr. Mullany
Sir James Mitchell (Teller.)
Nogs.
Mr. Angwin Mr, Marshall
Mr. Chesson ] Mr. McCallum
Mr. Colller © Mr, Troy
Mr., Corboy l Mr. Walker
Mr. Heron . Mr. Willcock
Mr. Hughes l Mr. Muasle
Mr. Luley (Teller.)

Question thus passed; the Council’s amend-
nieng aygresid to,
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o, 3—Clause 11: Add a subelause (3) as
follows:—Any vendor of milk or cream shdll
have the right to have hig milk or cream
tested in his presence, or in the presence of
hiz ngent at the faectory not ofiener than
once 3 week.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The vendor may have his milk tested before
him every day if he likes. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Council’s

amendment agreed to.

No. 4—Clause 20: After the word
‘*Queensland’’ insert ‘‘or othe¥ approved
Auystralian.’?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE :
I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Couzecil’s

amendment agreed to.

No, 3—Clause 20: Add the following
words: "‘nor sold unless branded or marked
with the word ‘margarine’ as preseribed.’’

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE :
I move—

That the amendment be agreed to,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: This is already
provided for in the Health Act, but the con-
ditions are more stringent there than they are
in this Bill.

Hon. T. WALEER: This may conflict with
the Health Aect. In order to make the Bill
clear and consistent. I move-—

The Council’s amendment be amended by
adding the following words: ‘‘Under the
Health Act, 1811."°
Amendment on Council ’s amendment agreed

to; the Council’s amendment, as amended,
put and passed.

No. 6—Clause 25: In paragraph (a) strike
out the words ‘‘and the fees to be paid in
connection therewith,’?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE :
This amendment is consequential upon the
first amendment. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question put and passed; the OCouncil's

amendment agreed to.

Resolutiona reported, the report adopted,
and o message accordingly returned to ithe
Couneil. ’

BILL—DAIRY CATTLE IMPROVE.
MENT.

Council’s Amendments.

Schedule of two amendments made by the
Couneil now considerad.

In Committee.

My, Angelo in the Chair; the Mipister for
Agriculture in charge of the Bill.
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No. 1~Clause 11, Subelause 3: Add the
following words:—!'1f 2n nppeal ia upheld,
the board may awiard to thé appellant sueh
reasonable costs as the boatd in its discretion
thinks fit.”’

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE :
The amendinent i3 n readonable one. T inove—

That the amendmeni be agreed to.

Question put ond passed; the Councills
amnendment agreed to,

No, 2—Clause 11, Subclanse {(4): After
the word ‘‘owners’’ in line five, insert
‘risk and,’?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE :
This ia only adding ekplanatory words. |
move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported and the repor}
adopted and a message nccordingly returned
to the Council. i

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
ACT CONTINUANCE.

Second reading.
Debate resumed from 15th November.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fro-
mantle) [3.82]: This Bill is purely a con-
tinuance measure, but I am in hopes that it
may be made an amending Bill. I do not
know whether it will be possible to alter the
title accordingly. Unquestionably the Indus-
tries Assistance Board must be continued for
at least another 12 months, but there ecer-
tainly is necessity for an alteratiom of the
Industries Asgistanee Aet. If the amend-
ment which I have placed on the Noticp
Paper should be disallowed, I trust the Gov-
ernment Wwill see their way to bring in an
amending Bill which wili include my amend-
ment.

The Premier:
reported ¥

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Yes. The select
committee’s Teport shows eclearly that the
board throughout their existence have en-
deavoured, so far as possible, to place the
farmers on a sound footing after the losses
oceasioned to them by the drought of 1914-15.
There is not the least doubt that the action of
the board has saved the Btate from very con-
siderable losses; but there is likewise no doubt
whatever that considerable losses will be made
by the State in connection with loans granted
to farmers who suffered from the drought.
About 1,149 farmera have been able fo clear
themselves from the Industries Assistance
Board. But for the Industries Aasistance
Board the great majority, if not the whole,
of those farmers would have gone to the wall.
The granting of assistance has placed them
on their feet again, and many of them ave
now, according to information the select ecom-
mittee received, in a prosperous position.

Have the select committee
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fi‘hat is a benefit to the State. However, there
are also a number, possibly about ‘700, who
went on the board in 1014-15 and are there
still. Many of them complain that they are
on light land propositions unsuvitable for
wheat growing, with the result that vear after
year they find themselves in the vnfortunate
position "of not being able to make ends
meet, They blame the Government very much
over that matter. Those who have given evi-
denece claim that the Government are respon:
gible for their being placed on those lands.
Some of them, who are neweomers to Western
Australia, point out that they were not in a
position to know the guality of the land, and
that they took up their holdings owing to the
prominent manner in which the Government
placed the matter before them, leading them
40 believe that wheat could be profitably
grown on the land. Of coursc we know that
no person was compelled to take up the land,
but undoubtedly the announcements of the
Government had a tendency to induce people
to take up the light lands. Some of the
farmers in question contend that they should
be removed from their holdings to suitable
lands. That, however, would not get over
the difficulty completely. Many of the farmers
are largely indebted not only to the Indus-
tries Assistance Board but also to the Agri-
¢oltural Bank-—some of them to the extent
of Dbetween £2,000 and £3,000. So there will
be congiderable difficulty, from the point of
view of the bhoeard, in squaring the finonces
of a large number of farmers who are on
Yight lands. All appearances indicate that
some of these farmers will never get clear so
long as they remain on their present hold-
ings. The policy of the board latterly has
been to endeavour to get these men to take
larger arcas, and, instead of restricting them
to the growing of cereals, to_assist them to
obtain sheep. 1In several eases where sheep
have been provide@ they have proved the
means of trangferring the farmer from the
dcebit to the credit side of the board’s ledger.
Of course that eannot apply all round. Pri-
vate firms are generally willing to supply
sheep on eredit. The firms take the wool until
the sheep are paid for. Immediately that
point has been reached, the sheep become a
seeurity of the Industries Assistance Board
for the moneys owing to the State. The Gor-
ernment will have to give consideration to
settlers on light lands. In all probability the
State wounld lose many thousands of pounds
il these settlers were driven off their holdings.
The matter to be taken into consideration -is
whether the position of snch men gannot be
put right by increasing their holdings and
providing them with ahpep.

The Premier: That is being done wherever
possible.

Hon. W. G, ANGWIN: Yes; but T was
very muek struck with the evidence given
by Mr. Richardson, the chairman of the In-
dustries Assistance Board. As most of us
are aware, Mr. Richardson is a thoronphly
practical man. He states that where it is
possible to supply sheep, the board do so if
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the settler understands sheep; but Mr., Rieh-
ardson says it is uscless to increase the im-
sleLtedness by supplying sheep to settlers who
do not understand them, which merely means
entailing further loss on the State. I desire
to say again what [ gnid@ here some weeks
ago, that the Industries Assistance Board
have heen very lenient, The memhers of the
bhoard have realised that they were appointed
for the pnrpose of carrying out the pledge of
the Government to place, if possible, on a
sonud finaneial footing those people who had
come to (disaster through no fault of their
own. [ have had an opportunity of examin- -
ing between 200 and 300 files of the Indus-
triex Assistance Board, and T have not eome
across one solitary instance in  which the
board have shown harshness in dealing with
clients. Tn my opinion the board have aeted
more leniently than any private institution
or firm would de in similar ecircumstances.
In almest every ease where the board have
found it wnceessary to stop assistance, the
settler has been very heavily indebted not
only to the board, but also to the Agrieul-
tura} Bank, and has had no prospect of get-
ting out of his difficulties.

AMr. Pavies: What is done with farmers in
such a position?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The same ag is
done with other persoms in similar positions.
Such a farmer has to go out, losing every-
thing he has, and seck a living in some other
avacation, :

Mr. Davies: Are such farmers gziven a
chance on another farm?

Hon, W, ¢. ANGWIN: I[n some instances
that ks Dbeen dome. In other instances, the
men concerned have gone out of farming
altogether. The evidence given to the select
cominittee hy the general manager of the
Induostries Assistance Board shows that the
time has arrived when the board’s work should
ecase. Mr. MeLarty’s evidence proves clearly
that the Agricultural Bank gives greater
azsistance towards the development of
agricultural holdings than is given by
any other banking institution in the
world. There i3 mno other country in
the world which affords so Jlarge =a
measure of assistance towards building a farm
as Western Australia does. Mr. McLarty is
off opinion that to exceed the amount of as-
sistanee now granted through the Agricultural
Barnk would be a hazardous experiment. At
the same time, speaking on hehalf of the
select committee, let me say that it is advis-
able somewhat to liberalise the provisions of
the Agricultural Bank Aect, s0 as to permit
of the management of the bank going a little
further than nat present. There i3 evidence
that various elients would have a prospeet of
becoming clear of their indebtedness if they
were not restricted by the present limitations
of the Agrieultoral Bank Aet. On the other
hand, the Industries Assistanee Act is too
wide. There is no limitation whatever in it.
My personal opinion is that the Act is a very
good one for any Government, We conld not
have a hetter measure on the statute-book than
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the Tndustries Assistance Act from the Gov-
ernment’s point of view.

Hon. M. F. Troy: Why!

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Beeause it enables
the Government to get all their statutory pay-
ments, inelading land rents, bank intcerest,
water rates, etc., out of loan moneys and
charge the debit to the farmers.

The Premier: We tdo not charge those thinge
unless the aceount is pood.

Hon. W. €, ANGWIN: I am not saying
that the farmers are not entitled to pay those
charges. ‘The payments are perfeetly just.
But under paragraph (¢) of Section 9 of the
Industries Assistance Act the Government as-
sure themselves of payment in cvery respect.
Money is taken out of loan funds to keep up
the payments of vurmers to Govirnment insti-
tutions,

The Premier: Oh, no!

Ton, W. C, ANGWIN:

The Premier:
in credit,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: T did not know that
this Bill would be brought on first thing to-
day; otherwise I would have been prepared.

The Premier: Don’t bother to prepare.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: TUnder the Indus-
tries Assistance Aect there has been paid to
Government institutions and others the follgw-
ing amounts: for land rents, £394,493; for
Agricultural Bank interest, £421,226; for in-
terest, £44,356; for water rates, £41,636; for
State land tax, £6,772; for State income tax,
£4,788; for Federal income tax, £6,839; for
road board rates, £17,905; to other Govern-
ments departments for pre-war debts, seed
wheat board, £33,838 ; for Civil Service
settlers, £927; for the Tammin settlement,
£641; and to the State Implement Works,
£37,967. This makes a total of £1,011,396.
This shows that the Act is a splendid one for
the Government, enabling the transfer from
loan monexs of ameunts the farmers are liable
to ray to the Government. T fully realise that
these are just payments and they have to he
paid to enable clients to retain their holdings.

The Premicr: They are mostly patd from
the procecds of the crops.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Not always.

The Premier: They are a first charge on
the erops.

Hon, W, O, ANGWIX; That is not always
so. The Premier knows that there is nearly
£1,500,000 outstanding. At least, that was the
ameunt outstanding in August. It is unfor-
tunate that the hoard eannot amend the Bill.
T do not think the Government or the board
have heen justly treated by the superphosphate
merchants.  The manufacturers of superphos-
phate will not appoint the bhoard as distri-
. buting a«ents. .

The Minister for Agrienlture: If T wanted
to buy 100 tons direct from a company, they
would refuse to serve me.

Hon. W, . AXGWIX: The Government,
throvgh the board, purchased nearly one-third,
or approximately 20,000 tons of the manunfae-
turers’ output and yet they definitely refuse
to appoint the hoard as distributing agent on

That jis true.
Not unless the accounts are
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their bebhalf. That decision means that the
Government have to pay commission, amount-
ing to about £3,000 per year, to the agents
who supply fhe board with superphosphate.
That means to say that the agents concerned
receive £3,000 a year and all they do for it is
tn render the invoice to the hoard, the board
issne the orders which go direct irom’ the
manufacturer and the board pay the accounts,
As to the Westralian Farmers Ltd., some ref-
crence has Leen made to their position. A
little while ngo tenders were called for super-
phosphate supplies, and the Westralian Farm-
ers offcred to supply at a disecount of 7s. per
ton. Other firms had offered to supply at a
discount of 9s, per ton. The hoard felt that it
was not their function to place orders with
any particnlar firm and they aecepted the
tenders it a discount of 7s.  They notified
those firms offering 9a. per ton discount
that if they liked to offer the 2s. additional
discount as well, they could do so. Those
firms retained the 2s. discount as was only
noatural and did not make it available to
the board. That dQifference meant an addi-
tiopal payment of £2,000 for extra commis-
sion. It is tie doty of farmers to assist the
Government as much as it is the duty of the
Government to asgist the farmers. Had the
farmers placed all their orders for superphos-
phate with the Industries Asgistance Board,
the board could have supplied them. Instead
of doing that, the farmers preferred to trans-
act their business through a  particular firm
and by doing <o the Government have had to
advance an addditional £2,000, Most of the
farmers concerned are men who were in a bad
financial position on the board’s books. Their
action meant increasing the indebtedness to
the honrd hy a further £2,000 per year.

Mr, Pickering: The board could have saved
£2.000 if the supplies had been got from an-
other souree!?

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: Yes, and if the
hoard had heen appointed distributing agenta
£3,000 could have been saved. The Govern-
ment should make inquiries concerning these
matters.

The Prendicr: We have.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Tf neeccssary, the
Government should endeavour to get some
other firm to start in Western Australia, pro-
vided the Government are given the considera-
tion they should receive.

Mr. Teesdule: Hear, hear! Why shounld
these people be given a monopoly?

Hon, W. (", ANGWIN: Hon. members know
my view on that point. Perhaps it was neglect
on the part of the Labour Government that
we ddid not establish superphosphate works
when we were in power.  The Government
should eo inte this question becauwse it costs
them thousands of pounids annually, As to
the matter of imsuranee, this is very profit-
able. For some considerable time, the board
have desired the necessary power to take these
risks themselves. Since the inception of the
board £142,162 las been paid as preminms
on acconmt of insurances. The hoard have
received a small amount of commission and
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about £10,000 would cover the whole amount.
During the last three years, £8,000 was re-
ceived, but I do not know what it amounted
to prior to that period. The claims paid
totalled £48,276. The Premier will see, there-
fore, that there are considerable profits to be
made and if, as he is looking for revenue, he
cmbarked on this business, the proceeds would
considerably reduce the indebtedness of the
clients to the beard.

The Premier: We would require a reserve
fund,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIXN: In only onc year the
claims represented a large amount compared
with the premiums paid. In every other year
the premiums considerably exceded the claims
paid.

Mr. Pickering: Every year?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes.

Mr. Lutey: And the board do the work!

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN: Prior to 1919 or
1920, very little was paid away in the shape
of elaims. In 1915-16 the preminms paid
totalled £22,216, and the value of the claims
paid by the companies was £2,738; in 1916-17
the premioms paid totalled £19,421 and the
elaims £3,924; in 1917-18 the premiums tot-
alled £14,891, and the claims £6,771; iz 1918-
19 the premiums totalled £14,415, and the
claims £7,585; in 1919-20 the premiums paid
were £23,783 Ts,, and the claims £11,807; in
1920-21 the premiums were £26,365, and the
claims £7,270;: in 1921-22 the premiums fot-
alled £21,067, and the claims £8,181. In
1919-20 the heaviest claims were paid in Te-
spect of fire, the amount represented being
£10,094. Tn other years, the claims did not
get within a fifth of what had been paid sinee
the inception of the board. The Premier ean
see aun opening here for effecting considerahle
savings, and in assisting to wipe out some of
the debits.

Mr. Pivkering: Did the Government get
discount in regpeet of these payments?

Hon. W. Q. ANGWIN: Yes; in 1915-16
they represented £9 per week and in 1916-17,
to the 30th June, the discount amounted to
£468. Tn 1917-18, £230 was paid to cover ex-
penses. In 1918-19 the discount amounted
to £301, and other payments were: 1919-20,
£3,003: 1920-21, £3,220; 1921.22, £2,202,

Mr. Lutey: And the board did the work.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: The officers of the
Industries Assistance Board do nearly all the
work. They make uwp all the papers in con-
neetion with the insurances and the assistance
of one additional clerk is all that is required
to carry out the whole business. If insurance
were carried on, the board would derive all
the benefits from the business. The treat-
ment of the creditors has cansed a good deal
of discussion and I do not think they have
received a fair show.

The Premier: You cannot pay out what
von do not get.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The creditors have
had a fair snm paid baek to them.

The Premier: They had all the eash trade
with the hoard.

[ASREMBLY.]

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: But the trade wonid
be there just the same whether there was an
Industries Assistance Board or not,

Mr. Pickering: But the farmers would not
have heen there, had it mot been for the
ILA.B. That is the position to a large extent
anyway.

Hfon. W. C., ANGWIN: In any case, I do
not think the creditors have had fair play.
Tt was the intention of the Act that the aur-
Plus should go the ereditors, but in 1917 the
legislation was altered and this matter was
left to the discretion of the Treasurer, who
was given the right to say what should be
done with the surplus proceeds. It was de-
cided that if a farmer wished to put in a
crop, a certain proportion would be retained
for that purpose, and very little money has
ggone to the creditors since then. If a man
had a surplus of £300 after paying his statu-
tory obligations, he would notify the board
that he degired to put 300 acres under crop
for the mnext season. If he did that,
£300 would be retained to pay for
putting in the crop. I maintain that that
halanee of £300 should go to the creditors be-
canse it represents their money. When the
farmera started, many of them bhad very
little mopey, and the ereditors advanced funds
to enable them to get a start. They did that
to keep the people on the land, and once those
people have paid off their liabilities, is there
any reason to believe that the creditors would
not act in the same way again? I believe
that if these accounts were paid up, the credi-
tors wounld again assist the farmers in exactly
the same way as they helped them at the start.
This is not a fair proposition, becanse under
such conditions it is not the State’s money,
but the ereditors’ money, which is used to
assist a man to put in his next year’s crop.
The worst of it is that those very men to
whom the ereditors stuck in times of ad-
versity have deserted the creditors.

Mr, Teesdale: Yes, they cleared ont im-
mediately they had a chance.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: According to the
evidence of two witnesses before the select
eommittce who were speaking on behalf of
the creditors generally, the ereditors are will-
ing to eompound in respeet of individual
clients. Tt would be an advantage to the
Government if immediate steps were taken
to compound with the creditors, but not as
in the case of Messra, Harris, Scarfe, where
the transaction was all to the benefit of the
Government, the farmers having to pay up
in foll.

The Premier: ¥Yes, that was wrong.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: In numerous eases
thic Government, with advantage to them-
selves, to the farmers, and to the ereditors,
could compound with the creditors. I trust
the Premier will introduce a Bill giving the
board power to do their own insuranece.
also hope that as early as possible the Gov-
ernment will eonsider whether it would not
he possible next year to allow the board to
be wound uvp, and to hand over the work of
the board to the Agricultural Bank, To-day
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the bank has a mortgage on most of the hold-
ings under the hoard. We cannot expeet the
bank to pay 6 per cent. for its money, lend it
ont at 7 per cent. and at the same time have
to restrict its business to clients of diff-
erent financial position, while clients on a
hetter footing po to outside banks. The time
has arrived wlen we should cxtenit the scope
of the bank's netivitiey in order that the
hank might proteet itself. If we take to the
bank the Industries Assistance Board clents,
we are loading the bank with eclients of
doubtfyul financial position, while the outside
banks get all the safer elients. The Tndus-
tries Assistonce Board has done good work.
T realise that sometimes the board is at its
wits” eml to know what to do with some of
its clients, Althongh working with the best
intentions, the hoard in many instances has
made advances which never shonld lhiave heen
made. Its security rests entirely on the
reason, Tf the season be a had one there
is no erop, and if there be no crop the money
advanced is lost., The assets which the
hoard holit are very small indeed, merely the
Liovses aund stock, The whole of the real
seenrity is held hy the Agriconltural Bank,
and so T say the work of the heard should
be taken over by the bank.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir .James Mitchell
—Northam) [+6]: The hon. member is
wrong in thinking the sceurity would be im-
proved by handing over the work of the
board to the bank. There eculd be no ad-
vantage in respeet of security, becauvse the
hank’s sceurity and that of the board are
jrenetiealy all one. Se, too, in respect of the
work of the two institutions. Awmalgamation
of the two would be difficult, beeanse the bank
has a long time mortgage against fixed im-
provements, whereas the board makes a short
advance covering the erop. Nothing wounld be
gained by amending the Agricultural Bank
Act, because we mnst have the provisions
that ¢btain to-day under the Industries As-
sistance Board Aet. Of course, there is
security outside the real crop, beeause the
stock and implemients represent a great deal.
Under the proposed amalgamation there
would not be one pound’s worth more security.
Of course, some money was lost in the very
early years, for those were the most difficult
years of all. TUnder the system now in vague,
tliere ought not to be any very preat aum
lost. T know the e¢reditors have had to wait
a long time for their money. T am sorry for
it. We have paid some of the creditors. Tt
was before my time. T think 78 64, in the
pound was paid for those debts. Tt is true
the farmers have been charged the full
amount, bhut it is equally true that we shall
never recover more than cufficient to recoup
ns. However, T agree that the compounding
was not n fair one. That suggested by the
hon. member is much fairer. We should pay
off the debts of the individnal, not take over
the whole of the debis held by one firm. 1
should be glad indeed if we could see our
way to clearing off all the outside creditors.
But those debts now amount to £320,000, after
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all these years. In the meantime four mil-
lions have been paid away in cash. It is true
the farmer did not play fairly by the men
who assicted him before the board was in-
itinted. The farmers left their old creditors
and went to other storekecpers, purchasing
their poods for cash. That was altogether
wrotiy. To-day there s £1,500,000 owing to
the board, aud there are 615,000 aeres under
crop. With that and whatisin the old wheat
jwols we ought to get in as much as is owing.
However, in very many individual eases we
shall never recover all that we have advanced.
T had somcthing to do with the fertiliser pur-
chase of 1916. I suggested that the discount
ouglit to go to the farmer, not to the board.
However, the merchants would not agree to
that, becanse the manufacturers would not
sanetion it. [f it were mnot for the com-
petition Tetween the merchants, we should
not get the discount we are getting to-day.

Mon. M. ¥, Troy: Did you ray the com-
petition between fertiliser firma?®

The PREMIER: XNo, between the fertiliser
mercliants.  Without that ecompetition we
should not get the Ts, discount which c¢omes
to ns to-day.

Mr. fIarrison: There is no competition
hetween the fertiliser manufacturers. .

The PREMTIER: No, that is 20; all over
Australin they are agreed in point of price.
The priec ought to he the same cverywhere
in Australin, instead of which it varies ae-
cording to the States. We get 7s, discount,
not. from the manufacturers, hut from the
merchants. As to ingurauce, cevininly we
have paid away a great deal more than we
have received. Still, the ingurance company’'s
have had to take considerable risk,

Me, Harrison: It has been the most pro-
fitable line of insurance in the State.

The PREMIER: Tt may be so. We paid
nway £142,000, We got £044 discount and we
received in satisfaction of elaims, £48,300. Tt
leaves a fairiy large margin, but, of course,
there has been a fairly big risk taken, and
ne company would take a risk for nothing.

Hon. W. . Angwin: The risk has heen
well paid for.

The PREMTER: Yes, hnt there has been
a rish. Obviously, with ~rops diring the last
seven vears of an aggrepale value of five
millions, there has been some risk.

Mr, Harrison: There is not the risk in
Western Australin which there is in the Bast-
ern States.

The PREMTER: We are not insuring in
the Eastorn States. We have to take the
position as it is. T do not know what the in-
suranee rates in the Eastern States ave. The
bnard are anxions to deo their own insurance,
and the House must realise that they will he
rinning a risk.  The seleet committee re-
porteil in favour of them doing their own
insurance, But the House shounld realise that
the risk will not be covered by the £21,000
prid out Jast year. Tt max happen that we
shall get through en £10,000, but there will
be some risk.

Mr. Pickering: There will be when wheat
comes down to 2s. 8d. or 3s. a bushel.
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The PREMIER: The hon. member has no
right to reflect on the farmers.

Mr. Pickering: There will be a Jot less
eare taken.

The PREMIER:
to protect his erop.

Mr. Harrison: Miles upon miles of fire
breaks are ploughed annually.

The PREMIER: The farmer is quite as
honest as any other glass, The member for
North-East Fremantle (ldon. W. U. Ang-
win) as chpirman of the seleet committee,
went very carefully into the question of the
LAB. It is true there will be fairly con-
siderable losses, and it is true that these have
oceurred largely on the light land. In 1911
the farmers on light land did fairly well,
while those on the heavier land had a failure.

Mr. Harrison: The light lands have done
very well this year.

The PREMIER: People say they were
put on to these light landy, but it must not
bhe overlooked that they took up the blocks
and the department eanmot accept any re-
sponsibility for their selection, The board
have done wonderfully good work, and should
be continued in order to give us an oppor-
tunity to control produoetion. One-third of
the wheat of the State has been produced by
Larmers under the I.A.B. and largely beeause
they were compelled to put in the full arvea

The farmer does his best

possible for a man and a team. Farmers
under the TAB. were not allowed
to put in 150 aeres; they had to
put in 250 or 300 acres as the board

consgidered fair. The result has been that
they produced this wealth. A lot of our
farmers would not have been on the land
to-day buf for the board. To borrow money
was very difficalt during the war ang, in faet,
it was difficult to carry on at all. It takes
a good deal of money to finance the putting
in of a erop. Last year I suppose the cost
of putting in the crop meant 215 milliona
cash. That is a considerable sum. The
board is a very valuable adjunet to the bank.
It has rezulted in the creation of wealth to
the tune of six millions in the last seven
years. It has produced an enormous amount
of trade whieh would otherwise not have
been produced, and has created work which
otherwise would not have been available. The
report submitted by the hon. member, with
the exeeption of one mistake, of which he
has been notified

Hon, W. C. Angwin: I counld not get the
letters in respect to that matter.

The PREMTER: Tn other respects the
report is a very good one. I do not agree
with him, however, when he states that the
board shouvld cease to exist. I maintain that
the hoard should be eontinued. Tt has helped
the bank and the securitics of the bank. We
need the board alse for soldier settlement.
The management of the hoard have been
carefnl; they have done good work. They
treated the settlers sympathetieally, some-
times perhaps too sympathetically, but that
is a good favlt. Many men who {wo or three
years ago appeared {o be down and out are
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now prosperous. Over 1,100 have taken their
clearances and bave gone away ‘‘made’’
men. They have money to their eredit;
their debts have been paid and their assets
are free.

Mr. Pickering: Long live the board and
may it be extended to the South-West.

The PREMIER: XNo doubt the hon. mem-
ber would like it extended to the South-West,
but when the South-West can produce some-
thing which will keep as well as wheat, wo
shall cxtend it to the South-Wegt. Mean-
while we are helping the South-West by grant-
ing financial assistance to butter factories.
The member for North-East Fremantle took a
wrong view when he advoecated the abolition
of the LAB.

Mr. LATHAM (York) [4.22]: While T
subscribed to the report of the scleet eom-
mittee whe investigated the administration
of the TLAB. I did so for only gne reason,
namely that 1 was hopeful we would he able
to contrel the security better hy having it
under the direet management of the Agricul-
tural Bank. The 1.A.B. undoubtedly plays
a very impertant part in eur agricultural
development, and I am dubious as to what
would take its place if we closed it down,
The only hope would be to hand over the
management to the Agricultural Bank, 1
do not think sufficient is dome by the I.A.B.
to ascertain what advances have been made
by the Agricultural Bank before granting
advances under the T.AB, If the Agricul-
tural Bank were directly responsible for the
management, the difficulty would be obviated.
During the investigations of the select com-
mittee, we found that a great many losses
must be made by the T.AB., but, when
analysed carefully, it is evident that very
few losses have been incurred in respect of
advances made in reeent years. The real
trouble arose in the early stapges of the seed
wheat beard. That is what the T.A.B, was
primarily.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: No.

Mr, LATHAM: Practically so. Advances
had been made to supply seed wheat and feed
to deserving scttlers who, through unfor-
tunate circumstances, found it impossible te
carry on. Then in 1914 the drought occurred,
and the Government had to do sometbing
and do it quickly. Waphazardly and in all
directions advances were made. Tf a man
eame along, particularly if he had a friend
who eould get an interview with the then
manager, an L.A.B. advance was made. These
are the dehts which are ereating difficulty
to-day. Many farmers were almost bank-
rupt. Tf the Government had waited to in-
vestignte their claims, many deserving settlers
‘would have been 'left without assistance.
Consequently, a loss will be made, but I do
not think the State wil be any the worse off
for it. Regarding the advances made during
recent years, there have heen few losses
except in respect of soldier settlement. Some
of the soldiers had donme very little or no
farming; ther are suffering from disabilities
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of the war and cannot be cxpected to make
a sueceess of farming.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: I did not see a
soldier’s aeecunt in exeess of £600.

Mr. LATHAM: There are some well over
£1.000.

Hon. W, C. Angwin:
to the T.A.B.

Mr. LATHAM: In their case it is not the
fault of the land. Perhaps it is due to the
mwanagement of the farms. The losses in-
eurred in recent years, however, are small
and are due to the seldiers. The member for
North-East Fremantle said the only security
the T.A.B. had consisteld of the seasons. So
long as we are dealing with good land
within a reasonable distance of railway facil-
ities, there is security additional to the
money advanced by the Agricultural Bank,
Every one of the blocks earries an equity
besides having stoek, implements and the
plant necessary to work the farm. TIf a sale
were made, the board would have the equity.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: The assistant mana-
gor said there was no equity.

Mr. LATHAM: The hon. member is re-
ferring to the bad holdings against which
advances were made in the early days. We
eannot overcome that diffieulty; the Govern-
ment will have to face a loss there. I am
speaking of recent advances, There is not
a good block of land within reasonable reach
of facilities which will not earry an equity
over and above the advances made by the
Agricultural Bank. When a man gets a
good forest block favourably situated, it is
as good as giving him £200 the day he re-
eeives the approval. Many a man could sell
his interest for £200 without doing a hand’s
turn.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Then the Government
are selling the land too cheaply.

Mr, LATHAM: That is a debatable point.
A man who goes out on the land really re-
ceives a bonus, and the hon. member would
not ohject to that. Of course the Government
would refuse to grant a transfer of a block
in such cirenmstances. Another pgreat ad-
vantage is that by having the Industries
Aassistance Aet in operation it has been
rendered possible for the Government’s agri-
cultural advisers to get to these farmers and
explain to them the best methods of farming.
We have men here who have made a life
study of that work, and their knowledge is
available to every farmer to-day.

Hon, P. Collier: Tt is not necessary to have
the Tndustries Assistance Board in order that
the farmers should have that advice. That
is like the Chinaman who burnt down his
house in order to reast a pig.

Mr. LATHAM: But the farmer i3 visited
every month by the Industries Assistance
Board ’s inspector.

Hon, P. Collier: The inspectors ecould
operate under the Agricultural Bank.

Mr. LATHAM: That would be very ex-
pensive. The board are working at a profit.
For instanee, they make 7s. per ton on all the
super supplied in this State.

I mean indebtedness

Hon, P. Collier:
too.

Mr, Underwood: Heavy losses.

Mr. LATOAM: 1In the early days the
beard made heavy losses, as the member for
Pilbara had an opportunity of hearing at a
meeting of farmers in the Perth Town Hall.

Mr. Underwaod: A meeting of farmers’
agents,

Mr. LATHAM: It is possible to-day te
get the necessary imstruetions through the
inspectors of the Industrics Assistance Board,
who come in contaet with every one of these
farmers. If the board is wonnd up, I
hope steps will he taken to ensure a contin-
uvanee of that instruction. The only com-
plaint T have heard is that the board <de not
seem able te reply to correspondence ex-
peditionsly.  There are constant complaints
from farmers on that score. I do not know
whether  the  decentralisation  seheme  is
yet in complete order, which might possibly
be the reason for the delays. As to the
question of erop insurance, while on paper it
appears that the insurance companies make
a considerable profit, yet the matter wants to
be gone into very thoroughly before the State
establishes an insurance scheme.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: The board have gone
into the question thoreughly.

Mr., LATHAM: There might come along
a year with tremendous hailstorms, which
would be disastrous to the profits, and the
Trensury might he called upon to meet heavy
liabilities in such a connection. I hope that
before the Premicr embarks on a erop insur-
ance scheme he will submit the question to
somcone who knows considerably more about
it than even the members of the hoard know,
I am very concerned to learn what is the
policy of the Government with regard to the
Industries Assistance Board during the forth-
coming season. Tp to date I have not heen
able to obtain a statement from the officials
of the board as to whether the Government
ar¢ prepared te carry on new farmers. I
have often heard it said, ‘‘Let these people
ga along on their own, seeing that nobody
clse gets helped in his business.’’ But the
business of the farmer is gnite different from
any other kind of business. There are people
coming out to the State with a little money
who are prepared to go on the land. From
the State’s point of view I consider it would
be advisable to make advances to such people,
hecause otherwise we shall have much of our
cleared land lying idle. If elenred land lies
idle for one or two years, it is much more
diffieult to erop afterwards. I hope the Minis-
ter concerned will make an announcement as
to what is going to he done during the com-
ing season in that respect. Do not let us he
too late. We onght mot to be too late in
supplying svper, or in granting approvals.
Now is the time for the Government to make
an announcement whether they are prepared
to make advances on good seeurity, good
blocks of forest land, for the purpose of
seeding operations during the vear, The Pre-
mier knows every portion of the State very

They are making losses
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well, and knows exactly where it is safe to
tuvest public money. I venture to say there
is no hetter investment te-day than that of
putting money into the agrieultura! areas of
Western Australin. What worries many new
settlers to-day i8 the lack of kmowledge as
to whether they can expect further assistance
from the Government after getting their land
eleared, To get assistance outside to-day is
very difficult, merchants not being prepared to
supply goods on 12 months’ credit. It is a
risk, after all, beenuse a dry spell might come,
Tu the case of 4 man who is c¢lear of the
Industries Assistance Board, of course the
position is different. Tn such a ecase there ia
additional security for the merchant, but
where the only security is the cquity, the
merchant will not grant credit. Men clear of
the board carry with them their stock and
their implements, and, fairly frequently, de-
cent bank halances and conxiderable wheat
serip. In the best parts of this State new
comers are greatly worried by this matter.

Mr, Underwood: And old settlers, too.

Mr. LATHAM Yes, in areas where there
has been a dry spell this vear. [ saw some-
thing of that as I was travelling in the train
the other day. 1 hope the Minister in charge
will not leave the matter too late. The set-
tlers will require te know long before the time
when the assistance is needed, whether they
can expect assistance. There are immigrants
whe have good blocks of land but not a shil-
ling to their name, and they have to go to
the merchants and ask for credit.

Hon. W, (. Angwin: They eannot cxpect
the Government to finanee them.

Mr. LATHAM: Tf the iden is that our
lands are to be reserved for the rich man, let
us tell these people so.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: They cannot expect
to have everything done for them.

The Premier: A man should be able to
earry on with the assistanice he obtains from
the Agrienltural Bank.

Mr., LATHAM: T do not know whether
the Premicr is sincere in making that state-
ment, Seed wheat costs 5s. per acre. The
settler also wants 60 lbs. or 80 Ths. of saper
to the acre. He has to pay railway freights,
He has to pay for fodder for his horses. I
have been informed that it is proposed not
to render any further assistance to Tmperial
soldier and new settlers, and I want a definite
pronouncewent made on that subject hefore
the session closes. I hope the Premier will
go into the matter. I know that his sympa-
thies are with the setflers, and that if the
money i3 available he will render them as-
sistance.

On motion by Mr. Pickering, debate ad-
journed.

BILL—LICEXSING ACT AMENDMENT,
Couneil’s Message.

Message frim the Counecil received acquaint-
ing the Assembly that it did not insist on
its amendments Nos. 3, 5, 20, and 56, that it

[ASSEMBLY.]

had agreed to the modifications made by the
Assembly in the Council’s amendments Nos.
D, 25, 26, and 37, and that it insisted on its
amendments Nos. 7, 27, 42, 44, 47, 49, 50,
and o4,

standing Orders Suspension.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Mitehell—
Northam) [4.43]: I move—

That so mueh of the Standing Orders
be sspended as is neeessary to permit of
the Council 's message being taken into con-
sideration forthwith,
Hon, members will realise the neeessity for
having this Bill enacted during the next day
or two.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have counted
the House, and there is an abselute majority
of members present.

Question put and passed.

In Committee.

Schedule of eight amendments on which
the Couneil had insisted now considered; AMr.
Angelo in the Chair, the premier in eharge of
the Bill.

Na. 7.—Clause 16. Strike out **paragraphs
are’' and insert ‘‘subseetion is''; strike out
Subelanse 3.

The PREMIER: This deals with temporary
licenses for the sale of liguor on racecourses
and show grounds. Under the Bill a race club
can get a temporary license” but is then
brought within the control of the Act and, if
it transgresses, it can be dealt with. To-day
the race club goes to the loeal licensce and
borrows his license, or, aiternatively, sells him
the right to dispense liquor on the racecourse.
Under the Bill no more licenses will be granted
for the sale of liquor on racecourses than have
been granted in the past, while, on the other
tiand, there will be much hetter control over
the sale of liguor on racccourses. However,
we have already discussed this, nand I think
the bost thing to de now is to ask for a con-
ference. T move—

That a conference with the Couneil on
this amendment be requested.

Question put amd passed,

Xo. 27—Clause 41.—After “*hoard,’”’ in lipe
one, add *‘if in its opinion having regard to
the matter referred to in Section 45 [82] a
reduction is necessary.’’

The PREMIER: This deals with the reduc-
tion of licenses. A compensation fund is to
be created for the purpose of providing com-
pensativn in respe¢t of hotels c¢losed by the
livenses reduction board. Assuming that on
the contributions of 2 per cent. on the value
of the liquor sold the fund will reach £15,000
per annum for six years, I do not think it
will he more than sufficient for the closing
of these hotels which ought to be closed.
In any case, since we have taken from the
people the right to close hotels by loecal
option, and substituted this system, we
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ought to stand by it. If the Council’s
amendment be agreed to, the closing of
hotels will be optional with the board. We
ought not to agree to that.

Mr. Latham: You mean that the board is
to keep on closing hotels, even when it
thinks no more ought to be closed?

The PREMIER: The clause will continue
in operation for only six years. Parliament,
if it thinks fit, can repeal the provision at any
time. Tt ought not to be left to the board to
say whether any further hotels should be
¢losed.

Mr. Mann: In Victoria, where the hotels are
costly, they have been closed at an average
cost of less than £600 per hotel.

The PREMIER: Vietorian hotels are very
different from those in this State.

Mr. Mann: Take some of those on the gold-
ficlds.

Mr. Johaston: Some of them could be closed
for £50.

The PREMIER: Some of sur hotels are
very substantially built.

Mr. Mann: But some of those on the gold-
ficlds have no accommodation rooms, and have
a frontage of only 20 feet.

The PREMTER: Still, some of those which
will be closed are of most substantial strue-
ture.

Mrs. Cowan:
likely to be?

The PREMIER: That does not come under
the clause. However, it will be considerable.
1 do not think there will be toe much money
in the fund for the purpose of ¢losing hotels.
At any rate, we have adopted this method,
and we ought to stick to it. Tt should be, not
for the board, but for Parliament to say
whether hotels should be elosed. This system
is better than the old one, for under local
option frequently the wrong hotels are closed.

Mrs, Cowan: I do not know that.

The PREMIER: But Y do. You see the
value of experience.

Mrs., Cowan: I know something about it.

The PREMIER: Well, I am sorry to hear
that. Owners of hotels are safer under this
Bill' than under the Jast one, for the reason
that under this Bill only such hotels as ought
to be elosed will be cloged. I move—

That a conference with the Council on this
amendment be requested.

Mr. CORBOY: Tt is diffienlt to understand
the attitude of the Premier.

The Premier: The Committee have taken
the same attitude twice.

Mr. CORBOY: The Committee have taken
away the right of the people to determine this
question, and have reptaced it by a board, The
Premier says he is not prepared to give that
keard the diserction the board ought to have.

The Premier: No, they must close hotels.

Mr. CORBOY: It is ridiculous to sct up the
hoard and then refuse to give it any power.
At the end of five years the board might say,
“*We have closed every hotel which we con-
sider ought te be closed.’” Nevertheless, in

What is the cost of the hoard
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the sixth year we are to say to them, ‘“You
have another £20,000; you must continue
apending it, although yon think no further
hotels ought to be closed.’’

The Premier: Parliament can deal with it
then.

Mr. CORBOY: It would be better to give
the hoard diseretion as to which hotels should
he closed. It is foolish te insist upon the
board spending whatever money may be in
the fund, even after the board considers that
its work is complete,

"The Premier: We have adopted that prin-
ciple twice.

Mr. CORBOY : Which is not to say it
is right. Tt is illogieal to compel the board to
keep on closing hotels even after the board
thinks sufficient has been dome in that
respect,

Mr. PICKEERING: Recently, when I pro-
tested againgt too much power being given to
Government boards, I was howled down.

The Premier: Nobody howled at you.

Mr. Corboy: But somebody ought to have
done so,

Mr. PICKERING: Now the boot is on
the other foot, and the board is not to ba
trusted. I support the Council’s amendment.

- It should be left to the bhoard to decide

whether or not any further hotels should be
closed. If the board went into my distriet
looking for an hotel to close, they might
start on the Caves House. T have been con-
vineed by the arguments advanced that we
should have eonfidence in Government boards.
This beard will be efficient and able to appre-
ciate ita responsibilities.

Mr, Teesdale: Do you know who they are
to het

Mr. PICKERING: I have no idea, The
time is approaching when we shall have to
increase the number of hotels in the State
heecause wherever we go we find that a town
without an hotel is in a backward condi-
tion. I hope the House will reconsider its
decision and that the Premier will vote for
the amendment of another place.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I hope- the amend-
ment will not be carried because there is a
vagt difference in the principle of the amend-
wment and the clause as we passed it. We set
onrgelves out to say that there were too many
hotels in the State, and the Royal Commis-
sion were practically unanimous on that par-
ticular question, The Commission decided
that compensation should be paid for all
hotels closed, and that the duty of closing
hotels should be delegated to the board.

Mr, Clydesd@ale: Must the board continume
to close hotels while they have money?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We can alter the law
every 12 months.

Mr, RICHARDSON: There is a4 difference
in the principle. On the one hand we appoint
a board and say, ‘“ Yon have a certain amount
of money in the fund for the payment of
compensation; we know there are too many
hotels in Western Australia; you close those
first that yon deem to be the worst.'’ TUnder
the amendment we wonld say to the board,
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‘““You may close a hotel or not as you think
ﬁt.“

Mr. Mann: That is not so.

Mr. RICHARDBON: It is so.
clause they shall close hotels,

Mr, Mann: It is at their diseretion.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I am surprised to find
that a member of the Royal Commission
should be in favour of the amendment from
another place, because he must know well
that therc are hundreds of hotels in Western
Australia that should he closed.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The amendment means
that the board will have full diseretion as to
the extent to which they shall close hotels,
The Commission found that there were 919
liquor livenses in operation. It has been esti-
mated that the 2 per cent. to be levied from
hotelkeepers will hring in approximately
£100,000.

Mr. Mann: There arc only 536 hotels.

Mr, McCALLUM: The board inm this
State will deal with all Jlicenses, and
taking into consideration all aspects, it
will mean, of course, that there will
be less compensation for a wine license
than for an hotel license. In outhack ceatres
there may be very little compensation paid.
I agree that Parlinment should control, and
that it shonld be for Parliament to set the
policy. The trade will contribute the fund
and the limit of the period is six years. Tt
would mean, if this were continued, that the
trade would ultimately he wiping itself
out.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You would not allow
three men to determine that.

Mr. MeCALLUM: I make the suggestion
that when the board has reached what it con-
giders to be the limit of reduetion, it should
then report to Parliament, and Parliament
should deeide whether the board should go on.

The Premicr: That is reasonable,

Mr., McCALLUM: The board might say,
“‘We think we have gone far enough; the
public are sufficiently catered for.’” Parlia-
ment could ‘then determine what course to
follow, X -

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Tn Melbourne com-
pensation was paid probably on the value of

Under the

hotels. Here it would be for what the pre-
mises were let.
Mr. MeCallum: This provision has been

taken from the Melbourne Act.

Mr, Mann: Jt will mean that you will
¢lose many hotels here.

Hon. W, M, ANGWIN: You may on the
goldfields, T have no faith in the Bill from
the point of view of the closing of hotels, This
Bill does not give the peeple any say except
from the point of view of total prohibition.
This is an hotel perpetuation measure, and is
a retrograde step.

The Premier: You ought to withdraw that.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIX: I will not do =0,
The Bill direets the hoard to take into con-
sideration the convenience of the people, and
the requirements of the several localities in
a district. After considering the convenience
of the people the board might find it could

[ASSEMBLY.)

not close more hotels. That being so, the
only course for it to pursue would be to re-
port the fuct 1o the Government. If the Gov-
ernment then had any backbone, they wonld
brring down an amendment to Parliament. Thia
Lward will not close any hotels except on the
groldfields.

Mr. Manu: Do you think any should be
closed in Perth?

Mr. Hughes: A lot should be closed here.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I do not know. The
Bill will last for only six ycars. By the time
all the expenses of the board have been met
there will be very little left for compensation
for hotels. The sole objeet of the member for
Perth has been to retain licenses. I hope the
Premier will stick to bis guns and say that
Parliament must decide these questions.

Hon. . COLLIER: XNeither the clause nor
the nmendment is satisfaetory. I support the
motion, beeause [ feel that the managers of
the conference will be able to find some way
out of the difficulty. We arc conferring great
powers upon the board. Tt may close hotels
where the public require them to be kept open.
If it operates on the goldfields with a £100,000
fund, it will prohably close 30 per cent. of
the hotels there without baving cxhausted the
fund. There are many licensed houses on the
goldficlds that are worth practically nothing,
and the compensation could not run inte more
than £200 in caeh case. If the board has
money in hand, the Bill ecompels it to con-
tinue closing hotels, although in certain dis-
tricts there may not be any excerr of licensed
houses. Tt is, of course, competent for Par-
liament to amend the Act before the expira-
tion of the six years, but if the matter is
left to the board it may be able to bring
ahout prohibition, whether the public want it
or not. The Bill is imperative in that diree-
tion,

The Premier:
5iX years. .

Hon. P. COLLIER: We are a little in-
consistent,  The hoard has eertain diserction-
ary powers, but on the other hand it is man-
dutory upon it to go on closing hotels while
the money lasts. There should be some basis
upon which the hoard should operate. We are
adopting a rule of thumb and an unseientifie
methold. We have not caleulated what should
be a fair proportion of licenses to the total
population. We are merely direeting the
hoard to continue to close hotels so long as it
has the mouey. The Bill lacks definitencss.
There should be some guiding principle
adopted as to the method of closing hotels.
The amendment, on the other hand, leaves it
to the diseretion of the board to refrain from
eloving any more hotels, whereas in certain
circumstances the board should be directed
to report to Parliament.

Questinn put and passed.

No. 42—("auvse ¥7: Strike out lines 1 and
2 and insert—*‘A seetion is inserted in the
principal Act as follows: After ‘bona fide’
msert ‘traveller or.” 77

The PREMIER: This deals with the hona
fide traveller. This person had disappeared

That is so, for a period of
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altogether in the original Bill, but was rein-
stated. That being so, there should be some
control over the sale of liguor to the bona
fite traveller. I should be inclined to agree
to the first part of the amendment, but not to
the latter part. I did not realise when we
were striking out Section 102 of the prin-
eipal Aet that the hotelkeeper would have
great trouble in setting up a defence. It is
now proposed to make the bona fide traveller
equally responsible for misrepresentation. As
to the latter part of the amendment, which
enables a bona fide traveller to earry away
liquor from licensed premises, I hope the Com-
mittee will not agree to the action taken by
the Council. Shounld the bona fide traveller
be able to do thiz in the same way as a
lodger?

Mr. Lutey: Yes.

The PREMIER: If the amendment stands
the bona fide traveller will be able to carty
away a whole hogshead of beer. I move—

That a conference with the Council on
this amendment be requested.

Mr. LUTEY: I hope the Committee will
agreec to the amendment beeause it ig reason-
able. A lodger is allowed to take liquor away
from a hotel and, as it stands, the Bill will
mean that bona fide travellers will not be able
to take away refreshments necessary for their
Jjourney. :

Hon. W. C. Angwin: A good job too.

The Minister for Mines: Whatever he
drinks he will take away with him!

Mr. LUTEY: But he should be able to take
a little more as well. On one trip on the
Great Western railway, I negleeted to provide
myself with some refreshments with the re-
sult that T had to drink ginger ale, although
the temperature was 112 degrees in the shade.

The Minister for Mines: And that would
do you good.

The Premier: You had two per cent. of al.
cohal in that ginger ale.

The Minister for Mineg: That is why he
remembers that trip.

Mr. LUTEY: A traveller requires refresh-
ments when he is in the outback ecountry,
and to prevent him having that right,
is carrying the matter too far.

Mr. CHESSON: T hope the Committee will
agree to the amendment. The lodger should
not be entitled to privileges more than the
hona fide traveller in the outhack districts.
I admit the bona fide traveller clause has
been abused in the metropolitan area, but
that cannot happen usnder the Bill as the
bona fide traveller has heen abolished in these
parts. The amendment will preve beneficial
to people in the outback country.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Tt is a curious posi-
tion that members should argue that what a
lodger can have, bona fide travellers should
have. When we were dealing with eclub
licenses it wag said that the club waa a per-
son’s home, and that it was necessary to have
a bar there. The lodger is thought to be
someone apart from the ordinary individual,
but now some members want it ‘‘both ways,”’
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Mr. Chesson: We do not favour the lodger.

The Jlinister for Agriculture: PBut the
lodger often gets wany privileges.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The desire now is
te give the bona fide traveller the same privi-
leges as those enjoyed by lodgers. I am sorry
the Premier did not stick to his guns and
delete the bona fide traveller clause altogether.

The ¥remier: Do not blame me. You
would not stick to me on that question.

The Minister for Mines: We had a division
on it.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: No, the Premier let
it go on the voices. I hope the Premier will
not agree to the nmendment.

Question pui and passed.

No. 44. Insert the following new clause, to
follow Claunse T8—A section is inserted in the
principal Aet, as follows:—104a. No licensee
shall supply to any person by the glass, liquor
to be consumed with water or acrated water
on the premiges of the licensee after the l1at
day of July, 1923, unless such liquor is sup-
plied in a glass capable of holding at least
one and a quarter gills, Penalty: Five
pounds.

The PREMIER: We should agree to the
Council’s proposal and I move—

That the amendment be no longer dis-
agreed to.

Question pat and passed;
amendment agreed to.

No. 47. Clanse 31—Strike out this clause.

The PREMIER: The clause provides that
no one shall serve liquor to a child under 16
years of age. Seetion 116 of the principal
Act Teally achieves the same end and in
Clanse 87 we raised the age of the child pro-
vided for in Scection 116, to 16 years. There
is no necessity for the clause in the circum-
stances. I move—

the Council’s

That the amendment be no longer dis-
agreed to.

Question put and passed.
No. 4. Claunse 96.—Strike ont this claunse.

The PREMIER: This deals with the em-
ployment of Asiatics. The clavse says that
only those now employed in hotels may con-
tinue to be so employed. It means that their
numbers cannot be increased.

Mr. Mann: What about the individual who
is sick and away from the hotel at the time
the Bill is passed?

The PREMIER: If a man were sick and
merely absent from his duties, he would not
be affected.

Mr. Marshall: Why is the member for
Perth battling for the Chinanan?

Mr. Mann: They should be given a fair
deal,

Mr. Marshall: You would send Anstralians
away to fight for Chows.

The PREMIER: If these Chinamen are
here, they should werk for their living, but
T do not know that they should be allowed
ta work in hotels.
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Vote—Other hydraglic undertakings charge-
able to revenue, £31,456:

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [5.57]: Last
week we considered the Estimates of the
Water Supply, Sewerage, and Drairage De-
partment Por which the estimated expendi-
tare for the current year was £113,091. Un-
der this vote £31,436 is provided. There in
‘% big difference betweem the two amounnts,
especially whem we realise that this vote is
to cover all the agricultural land and all the
ontback country other than that supplied by
‘the goldfields water acheme. If the provision
-of further water supplies is properly under-
taken, a large area of Jand will be brought
into prodoetive use. On many eccasions we
have diseussed the advisableness of }roviding
fencing and water supplies to those areas
which are now utilised for cereal production
only, the object being to enable them to carry
‘stock, and increase the output of wool, mut-
ton and beef. Unless water supplies are pro-
vided in these districts, it is impoassible to
‘tide stock over the summer months. The vote
under discoussion is explained thus—

Administrative and working costs and
() interest and sinking fand on deben-
tures for undertakings wunder Water
Boards Act and Land Drainage Act taken
over and operated departmentally; nphkeep,
maintenance, and improvement minor town
water supplies; water supplies in country
districts and on goldfields; sinking wells
and boring; mainfcnance of boring plants
pumping plants, windmills, tanks, dams,
ete.
T£ hon. members will consider the number
-and variety of the needs of eountry Qistricts
coming under this vote, apart from such needs
as are supplied by the Goldfields Water
‘Bcheme, they will realise why I draw atten-
tion to the matter. The time is ripe for the
‘Government to reap, by a jndicious capital
outlay, the advantage which adeqnate water
conservation in raral distriets will afford to
‘the Btate. In my own electorate and in the
adjoining electorates there has been quite a
foreward movement during last year, for two
reasons. One reason is that the supply of
feneing wire has considerably increased. With
the crection of fencing, arrangements should
‘be made to conserve the water supply, in
order that advantage may be taken of the
annunl Jrovision of Nature in the shape of
grass and fodder plants, which so far have
gone to waste from year to vear. Further,
we must eleanse our lands by carrying stock
to follow up the fallowing process, to des-
troy the weeds which develop and re-seed. To
keep the lands cleai it is necessary that the
fallowing should be followed by stock, and
for that purpose water sopply is indispens
able. 1 have wmentioned my own electorate
and the adjoining electorates in thiz eonnec-
tion, and I should add that I have been ap-
proached with requests to endeavour to secure
the oxtension of the Goldfletds Water Secheme
to the north of Walgoolan and up beyond
“Westonia. That matter, however, does not
etter into this pavdicular vote. Beyond Mer-
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redin, vut of the present seach of the water
scheme we have Lake Browm, Nungarin, and
Yorkrakine. TIn those districta there are eer-
tain rock outcrors, where, it is held thosa
living in the neighbourhood, capital expandi-
tore on water conservation wonld yleld good
results, enabling the stored water ito be ve-
ticnlated. The Government shonld institote
inquiries with o view to definitely aseertain-
inp whether reticulation can be effected from
sueh centres, Failing that, the Water Sap-
ply Department should eduecate the settlern to
make dams on their own farmg, instead of
incurring liability to the water schems.

The Minister for Works: Most of the
settlers reckon they know more than the de-

partment. They are always running the de-
partment down.
Mr, HARRISON: Departmental officers

who have bhecn all over the State know the
holding capacity of the various soils. They
have had that difficult question to contend
with, and in some instances they have solved
it. 1 ask for the assistance of the depart
ment in determining whether enpitn]l outlay
for water supply on the farms would be war-
ranted. T1f a farmer has his own permanent
water supply, that increases the value of the
property considerably, On the other hand, if
the aid of the water scheme is ealled in,
pipes will be run through farms already in
possession of n water supply of their own,
and a general rating systemm will have to be
introduced. Going beyond the agricueltural
areas, let me point out that developments in
the mining nreas warrant the extension of
the scheme and the granting of additional
facilities. IFf the Minister for Mines is going
to grant assistance towards prospecting, in-
quiries should be made inte the state of pre-
gervation of the wells already sunk. Sueh
data should be made available to intending
prospeetors. Only a short time ago there was
a re-ort from a party of assisted prospectors
to the effeet that they had been compelled
to return owing to lack of water. As far as
history goes hack it telia us that land is of
no value without a permanent water supply.
That is an essential for those enpaged in
obtaining from Nanture the yearly inerement
produced by e¢limatic and soil conditions. In
castern countries, where there are deserts, the
first essential is water; and here the same
need obtaing in only a sligntly less degree.
Settlers cannot live without a water supply,
Metropolitan memberg have recently speken
ill of their own water supply, but the diffi-
culty in that respect strikes me as in-
signifieont compared Wwith the people out-
hack who are engaged in either min-
ing or agricultural pursvits. Ope fnds
women folk compelled in some instances
to drive many miles in order to obtain water
for laundry work. There are districts in
which water will have to be supplied by train,
costing shillings per 100 gallons in raib
freight, and on top of that shillings per 100

Hons in cartage by the men obtaining it
Tom the siding. Water so obtained ix
absorbed by the horses employed in agrieul-
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tural pursuits. Frequently the greater part
of the settler’s time is actwally spent in
travelling backwards and forwards between
his hoMding and the railway for water. When
I heard metropolitan members epeak last
week of their diffieulties, I eould not help
thinking of the time when I spent every
seeond day in carting water, just to keep my
horses going. Experiencea of that kind make
one realise the absolute need for an adequate
system of water supply. The farmers should
follow that vup, and help themselves to get
away from this water difficulty, which recurs
annually without practieal redress being
eceured. At Yorkrakine I had pointed out
to me a vaat rock basin situated at a high
level. It was suggested that certain works
could be put in there, but the eapital cost
involved scemed to me heavy. There is a
wide gap between two walls of roek. If that
eould be blocked up, a vast bedy of water
could be retained. A departmental officer,
if he is an engineer and knows his business,
eould soon determine the diffienlty of the
work, ita cost, the quantity of water to be
retained. and the feasibility and cost of re-
ticulating the water. All those data should
be aseertained. Now I eome to the question
of reticulation of country town sites. which
maftter, I think, comcs under this vote. At
both Kellerberrin and Merredin it is essential
that extensions should he made from the
Goldfields Water Scheme in order to im-
creasc the eapaeity of those centres for fire
fighting. Further supplies of water are
needed in order to ensure a pressure of water
in the event of an ontbreak of fire. I re-
frained from speaking on the previons vote
because T felt sure that this particalar matter
came under the present vote. It is elaimed
that there is need for a supply on both the
north side and the south side at Merredin.
The residents ask for larger pipes to admit
of the fixing of hydrants to supply the hose
in case of fire, There are Government bhuild-
ings at Merredin, and the Merredin fire
brigade have no chance of ecoping with an
outbreak unless given a more adequate pres-
sure of water. Lake Brown and Goomarin
are still suffering from )ack of water. I have
already mentioned that Walgoolan and the
ares beyond Westonia are asking for connee-
tion with the Goldfields Water Scheme.
Korbel and Belka are also in need of water
supplies, and suffering for the want of them.
T have been making applications to the
department for assistance in behalf of these
districts. As regards the metropolitan water
supply, I noticed that various members,
especially on this side of the Homse, stated
that a trust or board should be established
to control metropolitan water supply, sewer-
age, and drainage. Some years ago I sug-
geated the same plan, and I am only too
pleased to learn that so many members are
now of a gimilar opinion. T believe that higher
efficiency would regult from it, and that an
incidental effect would be to cause the con-
sumers of the water to take a greater in-
terest in the subject. It would be a good
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thing for Western Australia if members of
this House would fester a public opinion
demanding that the metropolitan area shouid
deal with its own partieular difficulty in the
matter of water sapply. Then there would
not be so much discussion in this Chamber
year by year as to guantity and quality of
the metropolitan water supply. Let the
metropolitan district float a loan for a
supply from the hills if metropolitan resi-
dents want it

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Why should not your

people float a lpan for the supplies you are
demanding?

Mr. HARRISON:
them to do that?

Hon, W, G, Angwin:
another colour.

Mr. HARRISON: Did the metropolitan
arca float a water supply loan in its early
stages? Only a large and concentrated popu-
lation ean carry out such a financial opera-
tion.

Trogress reported.

Sitting suwapended from 6.15 to 7.30 pm.

How is it possible for

That is a horse of

BILL—LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT.
Conference with Council.

Message from the Council reecived and read
notifying that it agreed to a conference on
amendments Nos, 7, 27, 42, 49, and 50, made
by the Council in the Licensing Act Amend-
ment Bill, and had appeinted Messrs. Cole-
bateh, Lovekin, and Holmes as managers,
and fixed 7.30 p.m, as the time, snd the
President’s room as the place, for the éon-
ference.

Sitting suspended from 7.5 to 20.55 p.m.

Conference Managera’ Heport.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) [10.55]: I desire to report that
the managers appointed by the Assembly met
the managers from another place and arrived
at the following agreement:—

No. 7, Clause 16: The conference agrees
to the rctention of Subclanse 3, subject to
the omission of the word ¢‘Committee’’ in
line 2,

This refers to temporary licenses being taken
out by clubs, or committees, or other organis-
ing bodies,

No. 27, (lause 41: Conference agrees to
the omission of the words *¢if in its opinion
having regard to the mattera referred to in
Section 50 (82) a reduction is necessary,’’
subject to the addition to the clavse of the
following provision :—* f Provided that after
June 30, 1928, the board—unless otherwise
required by Parliament—may refrain from
any further reduction of lieenses if in. its
opinion, having regard to the matters re-
ferred to in Section 50, such further re-
duetion is unnecessary.’’
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This means a compromise. The board will
operate for three and a half years, and at the
end of that time it will continue its work of
reduction at its diseretion unless Parliament
otherwise orders. The report continues—

No. 42, Clause 77: The conference agrees
to the first three lines of the Council’a
amendment and agrees not to insert the
words ‘‘traveller or.”’

This places upon the bona fide traveller, who
claims to be one, the responsibility of prov-
ing that he is a bona fide traveller. It also
permits the hotelkeeper to claim that he has
taken reasonable precautions to find out that
the person representing himself to be a
bona fide traveller is one. It also means that
the bona fide traveller will not be allowed to
carry away liquor, although the hona fide
lodger ean do so. The report continues—

No. 49, Clanse 96: The conference agrees
to the retention of thia clause subject to the
insertion after the word “‘licensee,'’ in
line 7, of the words ‘‘eclsewhere than in
the North Province of the State.*’

This means that Asiatics, who are not regis-
tered as employees in hotels, will not bhe
allowed to take employment there except in
the northern portion of the State. The re-
port continues—

No. 50, Clanse 101: The conterence
agrees to the retention of the elavse as
passed by the Legislative Assembly, subject
to the insertion after the word ‘¢ premises,*’
in line 8, of the words ‘‘by other than
bena fide lodgers.®’

After closing hours a bona fide lodger will
be able to play billiards and other games in
hotels, but this will not apply to any other
person. We objected to other than bona fide
travellers going to hotels after hours, bhe-
cause the police could not control the sale
of lignor if people were allowed to play games
in hotels after that time. We, therefore,
compromised in this way. I move—

That the report be adopted.

Mr., MeCALLUM (Bouth Fremantie)
[11.4]: There was ecnsiderable difference of
opinion respecting two paragraphs of the re-
porf. I reserved to myseif the right to make
my position clear so far ag the compromise
respecting the employment of Asiatics is con-
cerned. Unless we had been prepared to make
some concession we would have sacrificed the
Bill. TIn order to save it, I reserved to my-
gelf the right to explain to the House, and
those with whom I am associated as a Labour
man, the attitude I adopted in this regard.
The compromise limits the operations of the
claunse to the North Provinee, which will be
exempted from the provisions of the Bill.
I see in that a pernicious principle. I fought
hard against it, for I am loth to see any
Parliament within the Commonwealth of Aus-
tralia adopt such o prineiple. I did my best
to induee other members of the conference to
turn down the proposal whereby a portion
of Austrzlia was to be mapped out as the
scetion in which Asiatie labour would he per-
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mitted as opposed to white labour. It was
only the fear of losing the Bill that caused
me to accept the exclusion of the North
Province from this clause. I hesitated a long
time as to whether I should sacrifice the Bill
rather thar agres to that compromige.

The Premier: We got a great deal.

Mr., MeCALLUM: I fought to the last;
until I saw that the whole Bill wonld have
to go if T did not agree. I could see we had
made some advance, but I regretted exceed-
ingly that any portion of Australia should
lay down the pringiple that a line of demarea-
tion ghould be drawn, on the other side of
which the employment of Asiatics at a given
calling was permitted. It was only the faet
that we had gained 99 per cent. out of 100
of what we were after, and were being de-
prived of only 1 per ¢ent., that caused us to
consent to allow this position to be brought
about. Perhaps next gession we shall be able
to make another attempt to bring the North
Provinge into line with the rest of the State.
I am told that this will affect only
ten or a dozen Asiatics. It is stated that
white men cammot work in kitchens in the
North, but that argument is ridieulous in face
of the fact that white men work in the stoke-
holds of steamers travelling all over the world.
The forces at the conference were too preat
and I was unable to get a decision that cor-
responded with ' my own wishes, It was agreed
that T should have the right to explain my
views to the House. I am prepared to aceept
the ground we have gained and make an at-
tempt to get the rest when opportunity offers.

The Premier: I agree with you,

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [11.10]): This
is too vital a matter to allow it to pass with-
out some comment. It seems extraordinary
that the sponsors for the employment of
Asiatics should adopt this course. It is &
deplorable thing that this Chamber should be
asked to Yay down the principle that Asiaties
should be permitted to be employed on licensed
premises.  As the member for South Fre-
mantie (Mr. McCallum) has pointed out, those
rvesponsible for the inclusion of this provision
stated distinetly that it would affect omly
ten or a dozen Chinamen. Where is the hard-
ship in cxeluding that number of Asiatics
from employment?

The Minister for Mines: Are you moving
a vote of no-confidence in the member for
South Fremantle?

Mr. LAMBERT: It is not a question of a
vote of no-confilence. The memher for South
Fremantle is not the only one who should ex-
plain his position on thiz vital matter, which
involvea the question as to whether it is cs-
sential to have Asiatics working in any oeceu-
pation in the North-West of this State.

Mr. Teesdale: That is all past, anyhow.

Mr. LAMBERT: Does the hon, member
agree with it?

Mr. Teesdale: No, T do not, but still the

Bill with the compromise is better than no-
thing.
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Mr, LAMBERT: That does not affect the
position. The question is whether we will
allow another place to dictate to us on a vital
principle affecting the natiomal pelicy of a
White Australia. If the Chinese or Japanese
see that it is necessary to provide in the Bill
an impertant stipulation allowing Asiatics to
be employed in one part of the State, what
will be said?

The Minister for Agriculture: But Asiatics
are employed in Perth to-day. You have
made a distinct step forward in connection
with this poliey. ‘

Mr. Lutey: But we are asked to legalise it.

Mr. LAMBERT: Does the Minister for
Agriculture agree that Chinese should be em-
Pployed in the North Provincef

The Minister for Mines: Thaf is not the

point.

Mr. LAMBERT: Does the Minister for
Mineg agree with it

The Minister for Mines: This is not ques-

tion time.

Mr. LAMBERT: At the risk of losing the
Bill, we should show that this principle is so
vital that we will not be dictated to by an-
other place.

The Minister for Mines: My good fellow,
if you lose the Bill you will still have Asijatics
employed all over the State!

Mr. LAMBERT: In the elasticity of our
dignity and deceney as a Parliament, we
should not permit this.

The Minister for Mines: Do you want
Asiatics employed throughout the rest of the
State?

Mr. LAMBERT: Does the Minister agree
with the employment of Asiatics in other
parts?

The Minister for Mines: No, but I want
the Bill to be passed. 1 wonld rather have
the Bill as it stands, than lose the lot.

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not kmow that we
made a step forward when we provided for
-such a dangerous and pernicious prineiple.

Mz, J. Thomson: If is legal now.

Mr. LAMBERT: It would not be legal for
one day if the members of the Opposition had
an opportunity to alter it. The report should
be referred back to the managers for further
congideration. Is it competent, Mr. Deputy
8Speaker, for me to move that the report he
referred back?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: No.

The Premier: We will be in Commitiee soon
and you can diseuss it then.

Mr. LAMBERT: Under what Standing
Order does the Deputy Speaker rule it is not
competent for a private member to refer such
a report back to the managers?

The PREMIER: On a point of order, may
I point out that we will disensas the items in
the report seriatim when we are in Committee
in a few minutes, This matter can be de-
bated at length then.

Mr. Marshall: What is the roling of the
Deputy Speaker on the point raised by the
member for Coolpardie?

The DEPTTY SPEAEKER: There is no
Standing Order dealing with it. The matter
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has gone as far ag the Standing Orders will
permit, When a deadlock occurs, the question
is referred to a conference. In this case the
managers have presented a report on which
they werc unanimous and that report is before
the House for adoption

Hon. T. Walker: Or rejection.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The member
for Coolgardic is in order in suggesting that
the report be referrcd back to the conference
but I, as Deputy Speaker, cannot aceept the
amendment he suggests.

Mr. LAMBERT: I respecifully suggest
that the report should be referred back to the
mapagers. I am cognisant of the fact that
we have made a step forward in the RBill, but
considering that there are only a few who will
be affected if we do not permit the comtinu-
nnee of their emiployment, it would be degrad-
ing for the House, without straining their ¢on-
stitutional powers and privileges, to override
a principle laid down by the House that will
not allow Asiatics to be employed in this par-
ticular ealling. I suggest that the prineciple
is too vital tor the Premier to agree to ex-
empting any part of the State, particularly
the North-West.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
maautle} [11.17]: It would be advisable to
aceapt the report of the managers, If we do
not, the Bill will be lost.

Mr. Teesdnle: T.ost for the sake of 10
Chows!

Mr. Munsic: Tt iz hetter to lose the Bill,
than legalise their employment.

Mr. Teesdale: But they are legally em-
ployed now.

Hon, W. C. ANOCWIN: I have reasons why
we should accept the report, but I do not wish
to give them. It is better to adopt the report,
otherwise the Bill will ba dropped.

Mr. MUNSIE (Hannans) [11.18): If the
report of the managers be adopted, necording
to the Premier we will have the right to dis-
cusy the amendments in Committee. If the re-
port be adopted, however, shall we have the
right to alter any of the recommendations in
Committes?

The Premier:
do.

You will loge the Bil if you

The PREMTER (Hon. Sir James Mitehell
—XNortham) [11.19): If we do not accept the
report of the managers, we will loge the BiH,
because we are at the last stage, after many
trials. As to the remarks of the member for
Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert), we bave gained &
great deal in the clause as it stands now.
Asiaties who are in the State must be per-
mitted to earn a living. When we say that
untess those at present working in hotels are
registered they shall not be allowed to work
in futnre, we aeccomplish a good deal, even
though we except the Nerth Provines from
those conditions. That is & very big atep for-
ward. Yt would be ridienlous to lose what
has heeu gained just beeavse we are not to
get all we should like to get. These Asiatics
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are lhere; no others can come.in. Those here
must he permitted to carn their living. To-
day they ean {do so without any restriction
whatever.

Mr. WILLCOCK (Geraldton) [11.22]:
Onece we have adopted the report of the man-
agers, what will be the nse of ¢ur going into
Connuittee?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: In Committec
any of the amendments may be amended. We
adopt. the report now so that we can go into
Committee to <leal with the amendments. The
adoption of the report does not mean that
we carry any of the amendments. All of them
may be rejected in Committee, but not at this
stape.

The Minister for Mines: The amending
of any of these amendments now would mean
the losing of the Biil.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Only in Com-
mittee can the amendments be dealt with,

Mr. WILLCOQCK: If we were to amend
any of the amendments at this stage, the whole
report would be lost?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes.

The Minister for Mines: This is the final
stage. We cannot proceed any further.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1Tt is the end
of the Bill if wg amend any of the amend-
ments.

Mr, WILLCOCK: Well, what is the use of
our going into Committee? I do not feel dis-
posed to vote for this report. I would vote
against the whole Bill rather than definitely
brand the North as a black man’s country.

The Minister for Mines: It is a pretty
rotten attitude for yon to adopt towards your
own colleague.

Mr. MUNSTE (Hannans) [11.25]: A little
while ago I asked whether we had the right

to amend the amendments in Committee. You,

Sir, did not reply. As I see it, this is the
position: Tf the veport be adopted it will not
be jossible for us to amend any of the
amendments without losing the Bill.

The DEPUTY SPEARER: That
position.

Mr, MUNSIE: I will vote against the
adoption of the report. I commend the mem-
ber for South Fremantle on his attitude. We
bave been told during the last six or seven
years that the North is the menace o Aus-
tralia; yct here we are, members of Parlia-
ment, prepared to admit that we must have
black Jabour in the North.

The Premier: We do not admit anything
of the sort.

Mr, MUNSIE: The adoption of the report
will be a foll admission of that. The Bill
provides for the employment of Asiatics other
than registered Asiaties.

The Premier: They are employed to-day.

Mr, MUNSIE: Yet the Premier says he
does not endorse black labour for the North,
although he is prepared to accept the Coun-
¢il’s amendment which exempts the North
from the provigions of the Bill

is the
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My, Teesdale: It iz leaving things as they
are. It is no innovation.

Mr. MUNSIE: By the adoption of the re-
port we shall be saying Asiaties cannot be
employed in the South, but that their employ-
ment in the North is legal. Why should an-
other place dictate to vs all the time? When
the Labour Government were in power the Coun-
¢il refused to allow us to do anything at all
However, on this oceasion I am not prepared to
sit baek for them or anybody ¢lse. 1t is the
duty of the House to back up the member for
South Fremantle and refuse to allow another
place to dietate to us on the legalmncr of
Agiaties in the North.

The Minister for Mines:
that.

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes we are.

The Minister for Mines: On your attitudo
they wonld be legalised throughout the State,
whereas the member for South Premantle
would legalise their employment, but only in
the North.

Mr. MUNSIE: To-day the Chincse are per-
mitted on the goldfields, I admired the Pre-
micr for striving against another place to
get what we wanted. Personally T do not
feel disposed to back dowm. I adnire the
attitude of the member for South Fremantle
{Mr. McCOallum).

The Minister for Mines: He has not hacked
down.

Mr, MUKSIE: 1 know he has not done
so, and I for one am prepared to support him
and not allow him to baek down. T will sup-
port him even if it comes to a division. I
will not adopt this report with the knowledge
that T cannot alter it in Committee. = The
only chanee I have to alter it is now. It is
up to us to say that we are not going to
legalise the cemployment of Asiatiecs in the
North-West,

You are not rlomg

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Seaddan—Albany) [11.32F: The position in
which the last speaker is placing himself at
the moment is that if he disagrees with thig
report, he loses the Bill, and thereby loses so
nuch as the member for South FPremantle
(Mr. MeCallum) fought for in the Conference
and obtained. The existing law is that Agi-
aties may be employed in hotels without let
or hindrance in every part of the State.

AMr. Munsie: Place the responsibility where
it belongs, not on me!

AMr. Hughes: TIf we adopt the report, we
lose the white Awustralia policy.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We have
these Aasiatics employed in our hotels nosw.
When the white Anstralia policy as advocated
and fought for by the member for South
Fremantle is adopted, they will be excluded
from Western Australian hotels exeept as re-
gards a very small portion of the State. Is it
not infinitely preferable, then, to obtain what
this Bill gives? Let us secure the exclusion
of Asiaties from the whole of the State ex-
eept the North-West. "If the position were
that we could amend the Bill and have still
further consideration of the measure thero
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might be some justification for the attitude of
the member for Hannang (Mr, Munsie). But
the only course for this Chamber is to aceept
what hax been recured by the wmember for
South Fremantle or allow existing conditions
to remain.

Mr, Lambert: XNo. Refer the report back,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.

member interjeeting forpets that from the
mement the twe Chambers appoint manuyers,
cach Chamber must agree entirely with the re-
port of the managers or else lose the Bill

Mr, Lambert: We will have the other
Chamber known as the ‘‘Chinkie’’ Chumber.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That does
not help us towards arriving at a decision in
this matter. The other Chamber alsv has to
aceept the report in its entirety, or be re-
spensible for the loss of the Bill. We are
in exactly the same position.

Mr, Munsie: We are asked to endorse the
employment of Asiaties in the North-West, a
thing which I am not going to do.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I ask the
hon, member to answer this question, is it not
better to cndorse the continnance of employ-
ment of a few Asiaties in the North than to
be respongible for contimuing their employ-
ment throughout the State?

Mr. Munsie: This is the firat time we have
ever dealt with the matter in this Houge, and
I will not agree to the proposal

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member has had the opportunity of dealing
with the question whenever licensing measures
have been hefore Parliament. The member
for South Fremantle fought to the last ditch
in order to obtain somcthing. Now he finds
meimbers on his side of the House adopting
an attitude hy which what he has gained will
be lost and nothing gained in its place.

Mr., Lutey: There is a prineiple involved
in this.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The prin-
ciple scems to be that if onc cannot afford to
give 2 man a whole leaf one should give him
nothing.

Mr. Lutey: The clanse legalises the em-
ployment of Asiaties.

The MIXNISTER FOR MINES: The em-
ployment of Ariatics is legal to-day. By ae-
cepting the report we shall be exeluding them
from employment in hotels cxcept as regards
a verv small portion of the State. Hon. mem-
bers have to consider whether they will ae-
cept 99 per eent. of what they want and one
per cent. with which they disagree, or beeause
they ecannot secure the additional ome per
cent., lose the 99.

AMr. Aarshall: Will the people of this
State know who is debarring them from that
1 per cent.?

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: The hon.
memher can ascertain from the division lists
of another place exactly how members there
voted. The Assembly managers, led by the
Premier, disagreed up to the last possible
point. Whatever the opinions and desires of
the memher for Hannana {JMr. Munsie} may
be, he will have to face a similar Chamber
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when another amendment dealing with this
matter is intreduced later on.

Mr., Munsie: Let us face it.

The MINISTER JFOR MINES: To my
mind it is much better in the eircumstanees to
obtain 99 per cent, than to lose the lot.

Mr. Lambert: The sooner we face that
other Chamber the better.

The MINISTER ¥FOR MINES: I have
leard that said for years past, but we have
always faced another Chamber with our
backs, It is all very well to say such things
here, but when it comes to meeting another
Chamber in the only place where we can
meet it, the position is very difficult, I know
the feelings of the member for Ilannans on
this subjeet. I also know what the Premier
feels, and the feclings of the member for
South Fremantle, The difference between the
member for Hannans and the member for
South Fremantle, while the one is quite as
carnest as the other

Mr. Munsie: I know that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The dif-
ference is that the member for South Fre-
mantle, says, ‘I will take the 99 per cent.
rather than lose the lot.’’

Mr. Mungie: The member for South Fre-
mantle made his position elear to this House.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: ¥Yes, and
the member for Hannans has made hia position
clear. But where will the hon. member place
us if by his action we lose the Bill, and lose
the 99 per cent. which the member for South
Fremantle has gained?

Mr. Munsie: I am prepared to take the
responsibility.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I want
hon. memhers to know exactly what it means.
I contend it is infinitely preferable to adopt
the attitude of the memhber for South Pre-
mantle and take the 99 per cent., rather than
adopt the attitude of the member for Han-

. nans and lose everything while gaining noth-

ing. That is the point.

Mr. LATHAM (York) [11.38]: In view
of the faet that I was cancerned in the eon-
ference I wish to make my position clear re-
garding this particular matter. I looked
at it in this light, that some years ago the
Commonwealth TParliament passed an Alien
Tmmigration Restriction Aet deelaring that
no more Asiatics should be permitted to comae
here. But the Commonwealth did not say
that we should starve such Asiaties as are
here. T assisted the member for South I're-
mantle in his endeavour to carry his point.
Tn the result, this Chamber has given away
nothing but has gained a great deal. Under
the clause, the employment of Asiaties in
hotets will be permitted in only one portion
of the State, namely, the North, and only
such Asiaties as are registered can be em-
ploved. In the North Chinese are already
employed in various duties. T quite agree that
iL. wovld be preferable to get rid of every
Asiatic here. Tn the meantime the Assembly
managers decided to aceept a compromise,

Mr. Lutey: By this clause you say that
the North is a bhlack man’s eountry.
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Mr. LATHAM: No. The ciause merely
says that Asiaties may be employed in hotels
in the North, where white women will cer-
tainly not come into competition with them.
In the North Province the employment of
Asiatics will cause least harm.

Mr, Lambert: That is not the point.

AMr. Corboy: It admits that the North is
different from the South.

Mr. Money: Well, it is.

Mr. LATHAM: Tt is slightly different. In
the metropolitan area white women are en-
tering into competition with the Chinamen.

Mr. Lambert: A lot of the public love
the yellow Chows.

Mr. LATHAM: In the North Province
women do not enter inte competition with the
Chinese cooks. We are restricting the seope
of the Chinese considerably. I am not in
favour of the employment of Chinese in
hotels; I should like to see white men em-
played.

Mr. Lambert: Let us refer the report back
to the managers.

Mr. LATHAM: I am going to vote for the
adoption of the report.

Mr. HUGHES (East Perth) [11.41): The
question at stake is whether we are prepared
to admit that there is a difference between the
northern and southern portions of the State
in respect to the White Australia policy.

My. Underwood: You do in the Arbitration
Court.

Mr. Munsie: We do not.

Mr. HUGHES: Let the House accept the
responsibility for what it does, and never
mind the court at present. If we accept the
amendment dictated by another place, we
shall be admitting the thin end of the wedge
into the White Australian pelicy.

The Premier: Oh, no.

Mr. HUGHES: We shall be admitting
that it is not a good thing to have Chinamen
employed in the southern portions of the
State, but that it is a good thing to have
them employed in the northern part of the
State.

Mr. Latham: They must have an oppor-
tunity to carn a living while they are here.

Mr., HUGHES: Then how will they get
on in the South? Why differentiate between
Chinamen in the South and Chinamen in the
North? Is not the Chinaman in the South
to earn a living, toof

Mr. Lambert: Why not be a bit more con-
cerned about good Australians earning a liv-
ing?

Mr. HUGHES: We have always maintained
that the white man can work in the North
and we stand for a White Australia.

Mr. Teesdale: You are barring them only
in hotels down here,

Mr. HUGHES: I hope the day is not far
distant when we shall bar them elsewhere.
Our friends want to get in the thin edge of
the wedge by admlttmg them to the North.
We are getting in the thin end of the wedge
by barring them in the South.
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Mr, Willcoek: We have barred them all
over the State.

Mr. HUGHES: If we vote for the
report, it will be an admission that
Asiatic labour is necegsary in the northern
paris of the State.

Mr. J, Thomson:
now—at pearling,

Mr., HUGHES: Of course they are.

Mr. Munsie: Do not you want to stop
them wherever you cant

Mr. HUGHES: That is not a fair com-
parison.

Mr. J. Thomson: It is.

Mr. HUGHES: Parliament has not stated
that they shall, or shall not be employed at
pearling,

Mr. Mann: We have just dealt with the
Pearling Amendment Bill, under which
Agiatic labour is permitted.

Mr. HUGHES: That is a different thing.
We are going to deelare that in one part
of the State Chinamen should be employed.

My, J. Thomson: That is rubbish. .

Mr. HUGHES: No doubt the hon. mem-
ber would like to see Chinamen all over the
State.

Mr. J. Thomson: I would mot.

Mr. HUGHES: Of course I should not pit
my opinion on rubbish against that of the
hon, member.

The Premier:
all over the State.

Mr. J. Thomsor: If you want to ses a
white woman in Derby or Broome, well

Mr. HUGHES: It is a question whather
we stand for the White Australia policy or
not.

Mr. J. Thomson:
to talk like that.

The DEPUTY SPEARER: Order!

Mr. J. Thomson: I have been there.

Mr. HUGHES: With the rubbish or in
the North? Althongh we have gained a lot
under the Bill, the fact of us being called
upon to admit by our votes that it is neces-
sary to employ Asiaties in hotels in the
North, and unnecessary in the South, makes
the price too high. We should not be asked
te pay for a little success such a price as is
represented by an amendment establishing
the obnoxious precedent of admitting that
the White Australia poliey is good for -only
a portion of the State. I am not prepared
to pay that price. Sooner than let such a
precedent be created and the thin end of the
wedge inserted in the White Australia policy
in that way, I would allow all the amend-
ments and all we have gained to go by the
board. 1 shall vote against the adoption of
the report. .

Agiatics are employed

No one wants Chinamen

It is not. It i rubbish

* Capt. CARTER (Leederville) [11.47]:
The main thought in the minds of members
on the Opposition side of the House is that
which they themselves have raised or manu-
factured, namely the legalising of the em-
ployment of Asiaties. I have yet to learn
that the report of the conference means tha
legalising of the employment of Asiatica.



Mr. Munsie: Of course it does.

Mr. Lamberi: Then what does it mean?

Capt. CARTER: Tt means that whereas
to-day Asiatics may be employed over 95 per
cent. of the area of the State, in future they
may no longer be employed on licensed pre-
mises ex¢ept in abhout 5 per cent. of the State,
and it is not mandatory to employ them
there, This amendment will not legalise the
cmployment of Asiatica.

Mr. Munsic: Of course it will

Capt. CARTER: And it will not make it
mandatory on licensees to employ them. It
merely states that in the northern area they
may be employed, I give place to mo man
in my desire to see the White Australia
policy upheld.

Mr. Lambert: Well, show it.

Capt. CARTER: I have shown it in many
practical ways in which perhaps the hon.
memhber has not shown it.

Mr, Lamhert: Do not talk that dammned
nonsense to me

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The member
for Coolgardie must not use that language.

Mr, Lambert: I rise to a point of order.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is the
point of order?

My. Lambert: I ghall not allow the hon.
member, in his garrulous nonsense, to speak
like that.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is the
point of order?

Mr. Lambert: I take exception to the re-
marks of the hon. member that he has pro-
bably shown his desire to uphold the White
Australia policy in certain ways in which I
have not.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I do not think
that is a good point of order.

Mr. Lambert: Oh, you don’t?

Capt. CARTER: I ask that the member
for Coclgardie now withdraw what he said
about my talking damned nonsense.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: That laun-
guage is unparliamentary and I ask for a
withdrawal.

Mr. Lambert: I withdraw.

Capt. CARTER: I admit the member for
Caolgardie is a good judge of that sort of
nonsense.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. Lambert: That is distinetly in keep-
ing with your soldier-like ideas of decemey.

The DEPUTY SPEAEER: Will the hon.
member proeeed with the business before the
House.

Capt. CARTER: I was about to =ay,
when I was so rudely interrupted, there is
no intention under the decisions of the con-
ference to legalise the employment of
Asiaties. ’

Mr. Munsie: There may not be any in-
tention, but we shall he doing so.

Capt, CARTER: We shall not he doing
£0.
Mr. Munsie: T am satisfied that we ghall
be,

[ASRENMBLY.]

Capt. CARTER: T commend the member
for South Tremantle (Mr. MeCallum) for
the attitude he has taken up. He has fought
for a prineiple to-night. As any good tae-
tician would do bhe has accepted nine-tenths
of his pains instead of striving for the whole.
Surely the House will not rejeet the whole
Bill for the sake of a small part, for this
would mean throwing out a measure that we
have striven for over many scssions. For
the illogical reasons that have been put up
by members oppogite are we going to lose the
result of the work of this session? If we
were all honest in our desire to retain the
White Australia policy there would be fewer
Asiaties employed in the State than there are
to-day. Only a foew weeks ago T was aston-
ished, when receiving answers to my ques-
tions here, to Jearn the number of Asiatics
employed in Western Australia. Members
would be equally astonished if they would
refer to the figures. I agree that as they are
here we have certain responsibilities towards
them, One of the most practical ways of
showing our appreciation of a White Aus-
tralia policy, and our desire to retain it, is
to support the white man every time, We
can well aceept this compromise, which has
been arranged after a great struggle by the
representatives of all parties in this House.

Mr. LUTEY (Brownhill-Ivanhoe) [11.53]):
I intend to vote against the motion for the
adoption of this report. I would sconer see
the Bill lost than agree to this particular
amendment. This House has taken a stand,
but the conference has differentiated between
the north and the south of Western Aus-
tralia. TUnder the existing legislation new
Agiaties are debarred from working in the
various trades. We have established a pre-
cedent in that direction, and we did the same
thing in this Assembly after deliberating the
point now under review. We should he stul-
tifving ourselves if we accepted the amend-
ment of the Coureil. T would sooner lose the
Bill than bow the knee to members of an-
other place.

Question put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes . . .. .. 25
Noes . .. .. o012
Majority for .. .. 13
AYES,
Mr. Angelo Mr. Mann
Mr. Angwin Sir James Milchell
Mr, Carter Mr. Money
Mr. Corboy Mr, Plckering
Mr. Denton Mr. Piesse
Mr. George Mr. Richardson
Mr. Gibson Mr. Sampson
Mr, Harrison Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Johnston Mr. J. Thomson
Mr, Lathat Mr. Underwood
Mr. C. C. Maley Mr. Mullany
Mr. H, K. Maley (Teller.>
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Noes.
Mr. Chesson Mr. Munsie
Mr. Clydesdsle Mr, Walker
Mr. Hughes Mr. Willcoek
Mr, Lambert Mr., Wilson
Mr. Lutey Mr, Heron
Mr. Marshall (Teller.)

My, MeCallum

Question thus passed.

Ou motion by the Premier the Council’s
Message recommitted.

Fn Committee.

Mr. Angelo in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill.

The PREMIER: The first paragraph of
the managers’ report is as follows:—

No. 7. Clause 16.—The conference
agrees to the retention of Subclause 3,
subject to the omisgion of the word ‘‘com-
mittee®’ in line 2,

1 move—

That the conference recommendation be
adopted.

Question put and passed.

The PREMIER: The second paragraph of
the report says—

No. 27. Clause 41,—The conference
agrees to the omission of the words ffif in
it opinion, having regard to the matters
referred to in SBection 50 (82) a reduetion
is necessary,’’ subject to the addition to
the clause of the following provise:—
*‘Provided that after the 30th .June, 1926,
the board—unless otherwise required by
Parliament—may refrain from any further
reduction of licenses if in its opinion, hav-
ing regard to the mafters referred to in
Seetion 50, such further reduction is un-
necessary.’’

I move—

That the conference recommendation be
adopted.

Question put and passed.
12 o’¢loek idnight.

No, 42, Clause 77—Conference agrees to
the first three lines of the Council’s amend-
ment and agrees not to insert the words
“traveller or.’’

The PREMIER: T move—

That the Conference revommendation be
adopted.

“The ompromise will mean the re-enacting of
Clause 102 of the Bill anid consequently bona
fide travellers will not be permitted to earry
away liquor from licensed premises.

Question put and passed.

No. 49. Claunse 96—Conference agrees to
the retention of this clause subject to the in-
sertion after the word *‘licensee’” in line 7
of the words ‘‘elsewhere than in the north
provinee of the Btate,’’
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The PREMIER: I move—

That the Conference reeommendation he
adopted.

This will mean that exeept in the North Pro-
vinee of the State Asiaties will not be em-
ployed in future other than those who will
be registered under the measnre,

Mr. MeCALLUM: There will be consider-
ahle discussion throughout the State on this
question, particularly amongst the people re-
presented by members sitting on the Opposi-
tion side of the House. I apprecinte very
much the position of the two Opposition mem-
bers who voted with the Government for the
adoption of the report, knowing that they
desired to save the advance made in the Bill
towards the goal for which the Labour move-
ment stands. T adwit that that desire is not
confined to the Labour movement, because
I have to acknowledge that the Premier and
the member for York helped very consider-
ably in arriving at that decision.

AMr, Teesdale: This is how some members
nppreciate it!

My, Heron: We have a right to our own
opinions,

Mr, MeCALLUM: Tt is cntirely due to the
attilude of members in another place that
we had to compromise, The Premier and the
member for York had no desire to compromise
and toth urged the adoption of the clause
as it left this Chamber. It is only with
the object of retaining the progress that has
been made {hat T am convineed the voteas just
recorded were cast. When the Licensing Com-
mission were investigating the position of
the liquor trade, we made inquiries wherever
we went as to the employment of Asiatics.
There was no portion of the State visiferi
where any objection was raised to the em-
ployment of white people in preference to
Asiatices,

Mr. Munsic: It is because the Upper House
is trying to thrust their will npon us, that wa
chould make this protest and we should throw
the onus en that Housc.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Tt is purcly prejudice
that exists in the minds of some people that
has caused this posttion to arise. At one
time, practically every hotel in Fremantld
cmployed an Asiatie cook. When the repre-
sentatives of the union approached the licen-
sees with the objeet of substituting white
Iabour, the employers said that they conld
not get veliable white cooks ard that the
only reliable cocks were Asiaties.

Mr. Hughes: Yon mean servile,

Mr. MeCALLUM: When the union repre-
sentatives gave the employers a guarantee
that they would provide reliable labour, the
employers took them at their word. From
that time, no Asiatic has been employed in
any hotel in the Fremantle Licensing district.
In the metropolitar area, there are gix
Asiaties employed to-day. Last session I
endeavoured, when we were discussing the
Licensing Bill them before the Chamber, to
provide that hotels employing Asiaties should
be forced to notify the public to that effect,
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Mr, Munsie: So they should. Those who
employ Asiaties in the manufacture of
furniture have to brand their output fo
show that it was made by Chinese,

The DPremier: You cannot brand food at
hotels.

Mz, McCALLUM: That is so, but I wanted
the windows abutting on streets branded
with the face of a Chinaman to show that
that hotel was employing a Chinese. I gave
notiee of motion to have sueh a provision in
the Bill. Tast session, however, we did not
reach the portion of the Bill dealing with
that matter. X can elaim that I was respon-
sible for the recommendation of the Royal
Commission being brought forward. The Gov-
ernment agreed to the proposal and the Pre-
mier, in particular, was desirous of getting
the clause through as it stands. When we
were disecussing the matter at conference we
were told there was no possible hope of the
clause going through as it stoed and the only
way to get it dealt with was by way of this
compromise. One member said that if the
clause were agreed to as it steod, he would
leave the conference. That was the end of it.

Mr., Wilson: Then he won!

Mr. MeCALLUM: No, he did not win be-
canse he wanted the whole clause struck out.
That particular member, however, changed his
front when the suggestion was made that we
should exclude immediately ali other portions
of the State except the North Province. That
would enable all the Asiatics to drift up to
the North-West and secure employment there.
When that proposition was advanced, the
member in question changed his attitude, and
would not agree to any such proposition. The
only hope we had of getting the clause
through was by agreeing to the exemption
of the North Province., I take the strongest
exception to Parliament agreeing to a pro-
vise which in its fundamentals will set out
that there is any section of Awnstralia where
white people cannot be employed. That is
the prineiple laid down in the proviso. Tn
effect it says that cooking in the North-West
cannot be done by white labour.

The Premier: It does mot say that.

Mr, Munsie: It means it just the same.

Mr, MeCALLUM: It is the proposal set
out in the clanse as amended and states
clearty that work in hotel kitchens in the
North-West is not a job fit for white labour.
It is only a question of comparison for there
are other jobs which are more objestionable
than those associated with hotel kitchens. If
cooking in hotels is not fit for white people,
then there are other jobs which are much less
snitable.

Mr. Heron: But that is what they want us
to say.

Mr, McCALLUM: I am convinced of that

The Premicr: I do not know who the devil
wants to be a cook anyway.

Mr. Willeock: There are lots of them.

The Minister for Works: They say the
devil made cooks.

Mr. McCALLUM: [ know there are pleaty
of people who want to be cooks and there are
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plenty of people who could not live if there
were no cooks. I tried my best to get the
clauge in the form in which it lefi this Cham-
ber, but it was impossible to achieve that re-
sult. I do not agree with the argument thai
this is a precedent for legalising the employ-
ment of Asiatics. On the contrary it makes
illegai the employment of Asiatic cooks in all
other parts of the State, whereas to-day it is
legal to employ them in any part of the State.
We have made that advance, and we say that
with the exception of the North it is illegal
to employ an Asiatic as a cook on licensed
premises, [ regretted having to compromise,
[ held up the conference as long as possible,
but I was not prepared to sacrifice 99 per cent.
of the Bill for one district. I have seized
this first opportunity offering since I have
been here to wipe Asiaties out of that employ-
ment exeept in the North, and I hope that be-
fore long we shall be able to achieve the 100
per cent.

Mr, WILLCOCK: I still urge the Commit-
tec to reject the amendment, no matter what
effect it may have, It implics that white men
cannot do the cooking np there. Many years
ago the shearers demonstrated that white men
could and should be employed in the North.
If we allow gifferentiuiion between one part
of the Stafte and another, there must be some
necessity for it.

The Premier: Nothing of the sort.

Mr. WILLCOCKE: Well, why tinker with
a great principle if it bhe not necessaryd The
view of those behind this amendment js that
the North is ot for the employment of white

“men.

Mr. Teesdale: We are not doing anything
new; we are merely leaving things as they
are.

Mr. WILLCOCK: But the shearers and
the Australian Workers’ Union were not con-
tent to leave things as they were.  White
cooks are able to satisfy the shearers up there.

The Minigter for Mines: You will admit
that white men are eapable of selling fruit
and vegetablea.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Certainly.

The Minister for Mines: Well, a white maw
would have a pretty hard task deing it against
Chinamen in Barrack-street.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I have never bought fruit
and vegetables from Chinamen.

The Minister for Mines: But I know many
who do.

Mr. WILLCOCE: Yes, and I know men
who go to the Weld Club and take a drink
from a Chirese barman. The Chinaman is a
dirty person, wherever you meet him. I
cannot forget the old doggerel:—.

Now this child of the Mia

Begot by the Squire

By the Chinese cook was courted;

For the squatter somehow

Seems to love the Chow

Because he’s cheap and dirty and

imported.

We should not have these people preparing
our food, We have definitely limited their
employment in the furniture trade.
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Mr. Munsie: And they have to stamp the
If;,lll'llitul'e they work upon, so that people shall

now.

Mr. WILLCOCK: One cannot find a young
Ckinaman in the furniture trade.

Mr. Underwood: No, beeause of the Com-
monwealth law.

Mr. WILLLCOCK: Despite the Common-
wealth law some of them get into the Common-
wealth. The principle contained in the Bill
that, provided an Asiatic i8 aleeady employed,
we shall not debar him from continuing in his
cmployment, i3 quite sufficient of a concession.
Yet now it is proposed to drive them all up
North.

The Premier: Nothing of the sort.

Mr, WILLCOCK: Well, those employed on
licensed premises,

Mr. TUnderwood: To every licensed house
there are 20 other places where a Chinaman
exn be employed.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I should not have him
employed anywhere.

The Minister for Mines: Well, there is
plenty of scope for your propaganda in
Barrack-sireet.,

Mr. WILLCOCK: The Minister himself
would wipe out the Chinese if he could. We
should not give any greater concession than
we have alrcady provided in the Bill,

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: I am as much
against the employment of Asiatics as is any
other member, Still, we have to realise that
the clause provides, not that Chinamen shall
be employed, but that they shall not be em-
ployed anywhere but in the North-West. To-
day they can be employed in every hotel in
Western Australia. As soon as the Bill passes,
their employment must be restricted to the
North. I am not prepared to saerifice the
work of the House because this provision has
heen agreed to by the conference managers.
1t wounld be wrong to sacrifice the Bill merely
beeause this clause does not go the whole hog.
Some are anxious to introduce Asiatics into
the North, and it is held that the clause will
further that. I do not agree that it is so.
At present Asiatics are employed all over the
State, including the goldfields,

Mr, Munsie: Not on the goldfields,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I have seen Jap-
anese in employment on the goldfields.

Mr, Munste: Not on licensed premises.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: They were employed
on the goldfields. This provision prohibits
the employment of Asiaties in every portion
of Western Australia except the North-West.
Therefore we have nothing to gain by defeat-
ing the Bill because of this one clause, The
member for South Fremantle has done well.
He has worked hard and fought well to get
the full provision which we desired. He hag
failed to achieve that. It was a matter of
striking out the clauvse altogether, and having
Agiatics employed throughout the State, or
else losing the Bill. The whele guestion now
$s whether we shall aceept the Bill or reject
it. I am not prepared to sacrifice the measure
just on this one point.
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Mr. CORBOY: T consider the principle of
defining an area of the State as more suited
to the employment of Asiatics than that of
whites a3 a wrong one. I am just as strongly
opposed fo the encouragement of Asiaties
in this country as is any member of this
Chamber. I have always practised that
belief, and so have my people, who in my
lifetime have ncver dealt with a Chinaman.
I am absolutely opposed to Asiaties being in
the country at all. If to-day there was an
embargo in this State on the employment of
Asiatics in hotels, and if we had before us
a proposal to lift that embargo as regards
the northern portion of the State, I would
resist the proposal by every means in my
power. But, instead of that being the posi-
tion, Asiatics are, as n matter of fact, per-
mitted to be employed in hotels throughout
the State; and I now have the opportunity
of prohibiting their employment in all parts
of Western Australia except one province.
I consider I would be foolish in losing the
opportunity, While regretting that the mem-
ber for South Fremantle was not more suec-
cessful in his efforts, I intend to vote for the
adoption of the report and thus get half a
loaf, the whole loaf being unobtainable,

Mr, MUNSIE: Let me again emphasise
the point made by the member for South
Fremantle. Undoubtedly; every time the
question of employment of Asiatics comes up,
a certain section are found saying that
Asiatics eannot be done without. The mem-
ber for South Fremantle pointed out that
this contention was raised as regards Asiatic
cooks in Fremantle, where, however, they
are mow done without. A similar argument
has been put forward in behalf of dozens of
other places in Western Australin. We do not
employ a Chinese cook in Parliament House,
and the man who is not satisfied with the
vietuals cooked here by white people is not
fit to be in the country at all

The Minister for Mines: You are all the
time confusing Asiatics with Chinamen.
There are other Asiatics besides Chinese.

Mr. MUNSIE: The Minister knows that
99 per ceut. of the Asiatics employed as cocks
are Chinese.

Mr. Mann: You are wrong there. There
are many Japanese cooks.

Mr. MUNSTE: Take the Perth hotels.

Mr. Mann: Take the country hotels,

Mr. MUNSTE: The vast majority of the
Asgiatic cooks employed are Chinese. Even if
they were Japanese, I would say the licensees
had no right to employ them.

Mr. Lambert: The Japanese are a still
greater danger.

Mr, MUNSTE: I have ag strong an objee-
tion to the Japanese cook as I have to the
Chinese cook.

The Minister for Mines: This is unet a
question of eocking, but of employment in
hotels.

Mr, MUNSIE: I admit that in the North-
West some Asiatica are employed as barmen,
They should not be there at all.



Mr. Mann:
as barmen?

Mr. MUNSIE: If the hon. member has
ever been in Broome, he has been served by
Japanese barmen.

Mr. Mann: No.
and white women.

Mr. MUXNSTE: The next step will he a
demand for the employment of Asiaties as
barmen in the North-West. Why do certain
employers want Asiatics in the North-West?
Simply because the Asiatic is cheaper than
the white wman. Tt is time thiz House refused
to he dictated to by another place on a
matter of principle, affecting the policy of a
White Australia, and not mercly a white
Wegtern Australia,

Mr. Underwood:
poliey.

Mr, MUNSTE: XNo. That principle is
believed in by every section of the Austra-
lian people except the Upper House of this
State.

Mr. Marghall: They ought to be proud of
themselves, those 14.

Mr, MUNSTE: Tt is time they were put in
their place. I shall take care to have the
action of the Council managers at this con-
ference made known to the people. We know
that eertain representatives of the North
want to get employces a few pounds cheaper.
It is just as well for the people to know who
those representatives are.

Mr. Underwood: The people in the North
Provinee have done good work for this State.

Mr. MUNSIE: The hon. member cannot
put the argument off in that way. I have
often said on the floor of this House that the
mer who pioneered the North-West deserve
everything they have got. I am not decry-
ing them. I know the hardships they had to
put up with. Bet the hen. member cannot
put off the argument in that fashion,

Mr. Undérwood: Why use it, anyhow?

Mr. MUNSIE: I am not using it. The
‘hon. member is using it. But the best people
who pioneered the North-West do not want
the Chow and the Jap. This provision is an
absolute disgrace to Australia.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: There has heen a con-
tinuous change for the last 10 years in the
North-West, the Asiatics going out of em-
plovment, particularly on stations,and women,
Australinn or British, coming in as cooks,

Mr. Munsic: T travelled through 180 miles
of station properties and not & white man or
womman was employed. All the employees
were niggers and Japs.

Mr., UNDERWOOD: The hon. and dog-
matic member for Hamnans has travelled
through 180 miles of country that extends for
thrusands of miles!

Mr. Munsie: I went throngh thousands of
miles.

AMr. Lutey:
getie.

Mr. UTNDERWOQOD: Notwithstanding the
nssertions of the member for Hannans, the
number of Asiaties in the North-West is de-
erensing materially. This is due to the fact

Where are Asiaties employed

They are all white men

That is not a Labour

Better dogmatic than apole-
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that Asiaties ave denied admiission into Aus-
tralia. The Deputy Leader of the Country
Party stated that white women could not
work in the North-West. I am pleased to say
that women are taking the places of Asiaties
as station cooks.

Mr, Munsie: Yes, and as hotel cooks.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Quite so. I do not
intend to enter upon a discussion of the
Asiatic question. The policy of Australia is
the non-admission of Asiaties.

Mr. Muonsie: With the exception of our
Upper House whe want black labour.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: This is not the La-
hour Party's policy. 1f it was, it could not
to-day be the policy, because the Tabour
Party have not the power to enforee it.

Mr. Muasic: We were the first to advoente
it.
The CHAIRMAXN: The member for Han-
nans will have an opportunity later on to
contradict any statement with which he dis-
agrees,

Mr, UNDERWOOD: The policy of a
White Australis was advocated before there
was any Labour Party in Australin. When
members of the Opposition contend that they
are the only people who want a White Ans-
tralia, they are going on pure assumption.

Mr. J, Thomsoen: They imagine it.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Not at all, but it
might eut some ice at election times——

Mr. Mungie: And outside election times,
too.

Mr. UNDERWOOD:
unthinking voters.

Mr. Hughes: Who are the champions of
black labour to-day? ‘Those opposed to la-
bour. To which party does black Barwell be-
long?

The CHAIRMAXN: Order!

Mr., UNDERWOOD: This recommendation
would affect at the most only 13 Asiatics.
This being so, why throw the Bill out? There
is a big principle involved, namely, whether
we shali employ Asiaties all over Western
Australia or confine their employment to the
North Provinee. Those who vote to employ
them all over Western Australia as against
confining them to the North Province will
not be voting against Asiatie labour.

Mr. CHESSON: T protest against this re-
commendation. Members will be voting to al-
low licensees in the North to employ Asiaties
and will be supporting the contention of some
members of the Council that the North-West
is a black man’s country,

The Premier:  Asiatics have been em-
ployed there for years.

Mr. CHESSON: I know the northern por-
tion of the State as well as most people. The
member for Pilbara (Mr, Underwood) argued
that the Labour Party were not responsible
for the White Australia policy.

Mr. Underwood: XNot the only people.

Mr. CHESSON: I remember when none
hut Kanaka labour was employed on the plan-
tations of Queensland. It was argued that
white men conld not work there. Only since
the advent of Federation and through the
efforts of the Labour Party have the Kanakas

But only with very
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heca exeloded from the Queensland planta-
tions.

Mr. Underwood:
fore that.

Mr. CHESSOXN: It has been proved that
while men ean work in those plantations and
ean produce better resulis than coloured la-
bour. It has been proved in the North-West
that white people can o the ecoking in a
¢leaner and better way than ean Asiaties. The
shearers have also proved that white men can
work in the tropics. T protest against the
statement that cooking on licensed premises
in the North ean be done only by Asiaties. 1L
hope we will not agree to what has been
done Ly the managers on this question,

Mr. LAMBERT: Therz arc some members
in anoiher place so blind to Australian senti-
ment that they advocate the employment of
biack labour within the Commonwealth. Some
have stated it is essential for the develop-
ment of the north that we should employ
black labour.

Mr. Teesdale: No one aid that here.

The Minister for Mines: No one in this
Chamber stands for it.

Mr. LAMBERT: I am speaking of another
place.

Mr. Munsie:
cepting here.

Mr. LAMBERT: Before whose dictation
we are humbly grovelling.

Mr. Teesdale: They have some rights,
surely.

Mr. LAMBERT:
their righta,

Mr. Teesdale: You give me a go.
have had three goes already.

Mr. LAMBERT: The hon. member can
have a go when he likes, politically or other-
wise.

The CHATRMAN: Order! Hon. members
must not issue challenges to one another.

Mr. LAMBERT: We do not want ancther
clown in the eircus.

The CHATRMAN: I hope you are not re-
ferring to any member here.

Mr. LAMBERT: Oh, no!

The CHAIRMAN: Tt would be a gross
reflection on members if you did.

Mr. LAMBERT: T also desire to have a
go. The member for Pilbara has admitted
there are only 13 Asiatics involved, and yet
he argues in favour of the decision of the
conference. How can members support the
necessity for providing for the employment
of 13 Asiatiest I ean usually listen to the
Minister for Works when I have sufficient
forbearance.

The Minister for Works: To what are you
referring? T have nnt said a word fo you.

The CHATRMAN: Will the hon. member
proceed. .

Mr. LAMBERT: The Minister is as cour-
teous as nsual in his dumb insolence.

The CHATRMAN: Qet on with the sub-
jeet.

Mr. LAMBERT: Those who support this
e¥emption should show the necessity for it.

The Minister for Mines: You show that
the North shounld not be exempted.

They were excluded be-

Whose dictation we are ae-

I do not grudge them
You

Mr. LAMBERT: 1t is the action of an-
other pluce to which [ object. Why did the
managers agree fo this proposal?  Are 13
Asjaties going to upset the whole position?
Will they affect the pastoral industry or the
pearling industry? Are they going to be
allowed to undermine the great national senti-
ment for which every Australian stands? This
Assembly should stand to its guns whether
the Licensing Bill is passed or not.

The Minister for Mines: When are you
going to bite? Yon are barking loundiy
enough.

Mr. LAMBERT: To-morrow the fact that we
have excluded Japanese and Chinese in the
North from the operations of the Bill will go
to Japan aund to China as well. Every point
affecting Japanese in Australia is Immedi-
ately disseminated throughout the length and
breadth of Japan.

The Minister for Mines: The chances are
they are picking up your speech by wireless
now.

AMr. LAMBERT: It will be a more valo-
able contribution to the debate than the Min-
ister’s remarks,

The Minister for Mines: They will be sure
to understand it, It is more like their own
language coming from you.

Mr. LAMBERT: They would certainly not
understand the Minister. I care little whether
the Japanese understand my language or not.
I understand the Australian gentiment, and the
obligations cast upon this Chamber to support
it. If there is a loophole for misconception,
it should be removed.

The Minister for Mines: Mrs. Cowan is
with us, but Miss Conception is not a member
here.

Mr. LAMBERT: It is a poor tribute to the
intelligence of the Minister that he should
interject in such an irrelevant way. He is
better employed chewing gum as he is
doing than making these interjections, for he
cannot throw me off my track or shorten the
length of my protest. In reply to an inter-
jection T asked the member for Roehourne
whether he agreed to the employment of
Agiatics in the North, and he replied in the
negative. The member for Pilbara said that
he was not in favour of the employment of
Agiaties and that where Asiatics had ouce been
employed, white women were working to-day.
As o matter of fact, if this Chamber accepts
the provision and permits the employment of
Aginties, is it a reasonable exhibition of com-
mon sense and common deeency that, consider-
ing the glamour of the East, we sheuld pre-
tend to conirol and administer the North?®
We could never answer the accusations that
could be levelled against us that, under the
elasticity of our licensing laws, we permitted
Agiaties to be employed in our hotels.

Mr. J. Thomson: They are doing it now.

Mr. LAMBERT: I know that, but some
stupid people take sugar with their porridge!

Mr. Teesdale: On a point of order. Is the
member for Coolgardie in order in imitating
the voice of another hon. member seeing that
he bas not such a musical voice himgelf?
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The CHAIRMAN: The member for Cool-
gardie may proceed.

Mr. LAMBERT: What was the hon. mem-
Ler’s point of order?

Mr. Teesdale: As to whether your voice
was like a buzz saw or——

The CHAIRMAX: Orderl
for Coolgardie may proceed.

Mr. LAMBERT: The member for Roe-
bourne is like an Asiatic run amok, mentally
and physieally.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member
for Coolgardie must not reflect upon another
hen. member.

Mr. LAMBERT:
it was a compliment.

Mr. Teesdale: I will leave it to the Com-
mittee to say whether it was a compliment,
physieally in particular. '

The Minister for Worka: What bhas this to
do with the Bilt in any case.

The member

It was not a reflestion,

Mr. LAMBERT: It is a regrettable
faet

The CHATRMAN: Order! Do keep to the
subject !

Mr. LAMBERT: I hope hon, members will
agree to enter an emphatic protest against the
exactions of another place. On the one hand,
we have 13 Chinamen being employed in the
North Province, and on the other hand, the
possibility of our being acensed of being suffi-
ciently elastic in our national consecience to
admit that white men caunnot work in the
North-West.

The Premier:
matter at all

AMr, LAMBERT: Tt forms a very important
part. When another party was in power and
when the Premier was a member of the Op-
pesition, a Licensing Bill was vetoed in an-
other place. I would rather see 20 measures
vetoed than I would agree to sacrifice a prin-
ciple that ia so vital to Australia. I would
like to ask some of those hon. members who
have forced tbis position, whether they wounld
like the little brown and ycllow men about
their homes, mixing with their families and
hovering round their wives and daughters. 1
would not for one moment tolerate their hy-
pecrisy and humbug., I would hold them up
to public ridicule at every opportunity. I
wouid ask those hon. members whether we
cannot develop the North with Australians
and whether it is essential to call in, the little
brown men to help the developmental scheme
for that part of Australia. Are they suffi-
ciently immune and callous to the interests of
this country, to sacrifice all national decency
for these considerationsf [t is mo use the
Minister for Works standing on the floor of
the Honse, tossing up his keys and making a
neise with them. If he starts that nonsense,
I will keep the Committea here all night.

The Minister for Works: If the hon. mem-
ber wants to talk to me like that, T will show
him that T can keep him hers all the morning.

Mr. LAMBERT: If the Minister desires to
take some exercise with the assistance of his
bunch of keys he may do so, but it is not

That forms no part of the
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fair to any hon. member who is speaking on
an important subject.

The Minister for Works: My action was a
Jolly sight more decent than the exercise of
your tongue.

The CHATRMAN: OQOrder!
bers will not keep order I will

The Minister for Works: Well, I will not
allow that larrikin to insult me.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The Minister
for Works must withdraw that statement.

The Minister for Works: I withdraw it

Mr. LAMBERT: I ask that the Minister
withdraw his remark,

The CHAIRMAN: It has been withdrawn.

Mr. LAMBERT: I did not hear it.

The CHAIRMAN: Y asked for the with-
drawal and it was immediately withdrawn.

Mr. LAMBERT: The Minister for Works
is an older man than I am.

The Minister for Works:
ashamed to be your father.

Mr. LAMBERT: If I desire to register a
most emphatic protest against a dangerous
and pernicious principle, it is not becoming
of the Minister, who is an old man, to behave
himself in the way he has done.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I cbject to
that. Tt is not for the member for Coolgardie
or for any other member to tall me what I am
to do. If the member for Coolgardie cannot
make a sensible speech without such interrup-
tions as he has indulged in, then the best
thing for him te do is to go outside.

Mr. LUTEY: On a point of order, is the
Minister for Works in order in Juggling
keys and playing handball with them in this
Chamber,

The CHAIRMAN: T cannot find anything
in the Standing Orders dealing with this
matter, but I think it showed very bad taste,
I hope it will not continue.

Mr. LAMBERT: I hope the Minister will
bearken to that well merited rebuks.

The Minister for Works: Talk sense about
the Bill

The CHATRMAN: Order! If the Minister
will only give the member for Coolgardie a
chance, ho may get on with the subject.

Mr. LAMBERT: I quite appreciate the
fact that you, Mr. Chairman, see that I am
slightly laboured in my ohservations. No
man desires less than I do 1o speak in this
Chamber, particularly when it means keeping
hon. members here at such an early hour in
the morning. I feel keenly the attitude
adopted by some membera. = I desire to ab-
solve those referred to by the member for
Hannans who stated that there are many
worthy pioneers in the great North-West who
do not wish to see the little brown men em-
ployed in those parts, They have pioneered
that country without Asiatics to their eredit
and to the eredit of the State. But we have
in another place members prepared to sacri-
fice the life of the Government, to deprive
the Government of the revenwe expected un-
der the Bill. They would do anything rather
than give way on this vital principle. I re-
gret it is not within the provinee of the Pre-

If hon. mem-

I wonld be
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mier to fight that element in the Counecil and
hold up to scorn their love for the little yel
low men and brown men.

[1 o’clock a.m.]

Mr. TEESDALE: One would think the oe-
cupants of this bench were responsible for
what has been done to-night. Never before
have I seen appear at such disadvantage two
or three members of the Opposition. Their
attitude is wholly unreasonable, for one of
their party has dome extremely well at the
conference. Those others are nothing but a
set of ingrates. They have no thought for
him. It i3 a wretched rotten return to one
of their number, to one who has suffered so
muoch for hig ideals, notwithstanding which his
colleagues, or a few of them, are beating the
air and tying themselves in kunots to-night.
I have the greatest respect for the attitude
of the member for South Fremantle (Mr,
MeCallom). He has gone through purgatory
over this business. He has shown splendid
eontrol of himself, and indeed he exhibited
positive statemanship when, on seeing the pos-
gibility of the Bill being thrown out for 25
per cent. of what was desired, he decided to
necept the 75 per cent. attainable. Members
of another place have just as mueh right to
their opinions as have we. 1 am as intolerant
of the Asiaties as anybody can be, but there
are very few left in the North, and there are
up there many white people fully determined
to get rid of the remainder. The Asiatics in
the North are fast disappearing, and
are being replaced by white workers.
I know & big hotel wup there where
three white women are doing satisfae-
tory work in positions previonsly oceupied by
Asiaties. Let us be satisfied with 75 per
eent. of a victory and show our appreeiation
of what hag been done’ by our representatives
to-night.

My, MUKSIE: A couple of sessions ago
we passed a Shops and Factories Act. In
that measure members of the Assembly de-
barred the employment of Agiatics ag night
watechmen. When the Bill reached another
place it was amended to allow those employ-
ing Asiatics as night watehmen in Perth to
continuve to employ them. The sole argument
put up by another place was that it affected
only a few Asiaties and, therefore, did not
matter. To-night members of another place
have turned a complete somersault and are
demanding that the few Asiaties affeeted, as
being employed on licensed premises, should
he provided for. - Their attitude is entirely
opposed to the policy of a White Australia.
I have never claimed that the Labonr Party
were the only party in favour of a White
Australia, To-day all politieal parties, with
the exeeption of a few indiridual members of
certain parties, are sincere in their advocacy
of that ideal. The Premier of South Aus-
traltia, we know, is an advocate of black
iabour for the North.

Mr. Lambert: He got it in the neck on
Saturday.
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Mr. MUNSIE: Probably he is perfectly
honest in his conviction. The White Australia
principle was first advocated by the Labour
Party and has now been generally adopted. It
has come to a pretty pass when a portion of
Australia is to forsake that policy, merely
because one or two in another place insist
on the legalising of the employment of
Asiatics. It is a disgrace to the public life
of the State.

The PREMIER: If the amendment be de-
feated, the Bill will be lost. T do not agree
with what the member for Hannans (Mr.
Munsie) has said. I give place to no man
in my desire for 2 White Australia, but it is
nonsense to turn down all that we have got
under the Bill. We are not legalising the
employment of coloured men in the northern
part of the State. They are employed quite
legally now. Every Asiatic in the State to-
day is entitled to be employed in an hotel.
But only an Asiatic now employed in an hotel
will be able to secure regisiration under the
Bill. No one hag said that white men cannot
work in the North.

Mr. Lutey: You are submitting to tha
Clouncil’s interference, though, and that will
hit us later on.

The PREMIER: If we are sincere in our
devire to restrict the employment of Asiaties,
we must accept the amendment, beeaunse it
goeg so far. There is frequently a wide dif-
ference between theory and practice.

Mr. Lutey: Theory was pnt effectively
into practice as regards the Kanakas.

The PREMIER: Hon. members must make
allowance for the weakness of human nature.
Everybody has his own views on this question.
In this world, if we expect to gain what we
desire we must proceed by easy stages. 1
only hope it will néver be my misfortune to
pilot ancother liquor Bill through this Cham-
ber. There seems to be no mederation about
anybody on the liquor guestion. In this par-
tieular maiter, however, T hope hon. members
will realise that we gain a great deal. Let
ug take what we ean get. If the clause
goes, the Bill goes.

Mr. Marshall: 'That will not be mueh loss.

The PREMIER: I trust the Committee
will not agree to any alteration of this amend-
ment.

Mr. LUTEY: T take a particularly serious
view of this matter. We are asked to
endorse the assumption of the Upper House
that white people are not fit to work in the
kitehens of hotels in the North. The amend-
ment, if accepted, will hit us hard in future.
Some memhbers of the Legislative Conncil
favour black labour. I would rather see the
Bill lost than this clause accepted, for the
provision would be quoted as a precedent for
allowing Asiatics to be employed in the
Northern Territory. The 99 per cent. gain
under the clause is a bapatelle compared with
the White Australia policy. The miners of
Vietoria, at Clunes, and the miners of New
South Wales, at Lambing Flat, 1aid the foun-
dations of a White Australia policy when
they refused to have any Chinese on those
fields. The member for Claremont should



2232

get up and justify his position instead of
confining himself to interjections. The Op-
position would be justified in keeping the
Committee here for another 24 hours in order
to resist this propesal,

Question put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayea .. .. . .. 22
Noes - - .- ..o 12
Majority for .. .. 10
AYES,
Mr, Angwin Sir James Mitchell
Mr., Carter Mr. Money
Mr. Corboy Mr. Plckering
Mr. Denton Mr. Piesse
Mr. George Mr, Richardson
Mr. Gibson Mr. Sampson
Mr. Harrison Mr, Scaddan
Mr. Hiclamott Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Johnston Mr. J. Thomson
Mr. H. K. Maley Mr. Underwood
Mr. Mann Mr. Mullany
{Teller.)
Noesd.
Mr. Chesson Mr. Marshall
Mr, Olydesdale Mr. McCallum
Mr. Heron Mr. Walker
Mr. Hughes Mr, Willcock
Mr. Lambert Mr. Wilson
Mr, Lutey Mr. Munsie
{Teller.)

Question thus passed.

No. 50. 101-104. The conference agrees
to the retention of the clause as passed by
the Legislative Assembly, aubject to the in-
aertion after the word ‘‘premisea’’ in line 8
of the worda ‘‘by other than bona fide
lodgers.”’

The PREMIER: I move—

That the conferenee recommendation be
adopted.

This amendmeant means that bona fide lodgers
but not bona fide travellers will be able to
carry liquor away from Llicensed premises
during prohibited hours, Travellers will be
permitted to obtain liquor, but not to carry
it away.

Question put and passed.

Resolutions reported. the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council,

House adjourned at 1.24 am. (Wednesday).

[COUNCIL.]

Tegislative dQouncil,
TFednesday, €0th December, 1928,

Piex

Isave of Absemce ... e 2282
Bills : Busselton-Margare§ River Bailway Exten-

slon, 1R, s 2282
Land and Income Tax Assessment Amsnd-

ment, 2., Com,, recom,, réport, 3B. e 2282

Licensing Act Amendment, Assembly’s message 2284

Adjournment—Special w2808

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4,30
p.m., and read prayers.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon, J. Cornell, leave of
absence for six consecutive sittings granted to
Hon. J. W, Kirwan (South) on the ground of
urgent private business.

BILL—BUSSELTON-MARGARET RIVER
RATIL.WAY EXTENSION,

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time. ’

BILL—LAND AND INCOME TAX
ASSESSMENT AMENDMENT,

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

Hop. G. W. MILES (North) [4.35]: I have
not yet made up my mind whether to vote
for the second reading. Onc¢ of the objee-
tions I bhave to the Bill is the exemption it
gives to members of Parliament. It is wrong.
The only way we ean rectify it is by rejecting
the Bill. Members of Parliament living out-
side the metropolitan area will pay no income
tax at all. Secing that, a year or two ago,
the salaries of members were inereased from
£300 to £400, I am opposed to any further
concession. Also I do not like this exemption
up to £200. I do not know that it is neceas-
sary, since the taxpayer on £4 10s. weekly,
and having one child, pays no tax at present.
The man with £5 weekly and two children is
in the same position, and so too is the man
on £5 15s. weekly, and having three children.
In these circumstances I am not inglined to
vote for the second reading. We are told
that the exemptions passed in another place
will entail a loss of revenue of £30,000, and
that in another Bill it is proposed to make
up that loss by imposing an extra burden on
another section of the community. I do not
think that fair, especially having regard to
the existing exemptions and deductions. Mr.
Lovekin last night quoted the anomaly set
up by the refusal of the Commissiongr of
Taxation to read intoe the Aect the manifest
intention of Parliament. It was clearly un-
derstood that dividend duty was to be de-
ducted from the net income, and that the



